
Randolph's First 100 Years excursion train was sent from Sioux City
with prospective bidders as far as the line
went, and the rest ofthe way was by horse
or wagon. The Coleridge Sentinel gives
this report: "A visit to Randolph on the
day of the sale last week developed the
fact or rather the strong theory that there
are many people yet who desire to specu
late. There were two squatters. A rough
shed of boards served as a hotel and
another as a livery stable. About 300 peo
ple were present from various directions
and lots sold from $50.00 to $226.00
each. $8,000.00 worth were said to be
sold. The road is not yet complete within
ten miles of the town. It is located on the
raw prairie with only one farm house in
sight. Z. Boughn's purchase of 20 acres
adjoins the town. WA Pollock picked
two business lots and one residential lot.
A.E. Smith of near Randolph purchased
a lot and informed that he would put up
a butcher shop right away."

The town was thus born in a whirl of
activity centered around the new rail
line.

Z. Boughn was an integral part of this
activity. In the spring of 1886 he traded
his fine property in Illinois for 2200 acres
of land, all in one body lying three and
four miles east of Randolph, which
bcame known as the "Boughn Ranch."
He operated this ranch having 1200 head
ofsteers and 450 cows. In the fall of 1887
he moved to Randolph where he had
built the Boughn Opera House and Hotel
Boughn. This was just the beginning of
his important role in the development of
Randolph.

The settlers who had come and were to
come, were either American born emi
grants from the states of New York,
Ohio, Illinois, Wisconsin, and Iowa, or
chiefly German and Irish emigrants.
Two early day newspaper ads, one adver-
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Boughn Hotel and Opera House

The announcement of the new town
was enough to generate activity. In the
summer of 1886 Mr. Andrew, from Pon
ca, in a tent one block North ofBroadway
Street established a blacksmith shop. He
also provided an eating house for the
accommodation of the railroad men
working on the railroad grade and the
roundhouse at the end of the line. It was
this same summer that Mr. E. Atkins
built the first house. After the town was
platted it was discovered that the house
was located in the street and Mr. Atkins
then moved it to a lot he later bought.

Frank H. Peavey was president of
Nebraska Land and Improvement Com
pany. The Company filed a plat and dedi
cation on October 6, 1886, setting out
lots and streets. The dedication officially
established the name "Randolph" and
consisted of an area 1180 feet by 1600
feet in which lots and streets were sur
veyed.

Even before this work was done, the
Improvement Company scheduled an
auction of lots in the new town of Ran
dolph for October 7, 1886. A special

breeder. He came with only one team of
horses and set to work breaking up the
raw prairie land. In 1880 Frank Whitney
emigrated from Wisconsin in a covered
wagon and staked out 320 acres of raw
prairie. He filed on it under the home
stead and tree claim laws, thus becoming
the first man to make his home in the
Randolph township. Another Wisconsin
native W. M. Totten, in 1882, bought 160
acres three miles northeast of Randolph
and established a farm and orchard oper
ation. He came with two horses, one cow
and scarcely any machinery.

The extension ofthe railroads changed
this situation and it can be said that the
founding of Randolph could not have
occurred without the expansion west of
the rails. In 1883 the Chicago, St. Paul,
Minneapolis and Omaha R.R. extended
its road from Wakefield up the North
Logan Creek to Coleridge which was the
first step in opening up the Randolph ter
ritory to settlements.

It is interesting to recount one descrip
tiongiven in 1883 ofthe area: "It is stated
that Cedar County, in its many and won
derful advantages, was the bannercounty
of the state. Its soil, rich for agricultura!
purposes to a depth offrom six to ten feet,
Its innumerable streams of water, clear,
cold and unfailing, its many wide valleys
with fertility and beauty unsurpassed in
the world, and finally, its climate, which
for purity, sunshine and health, equals
that ofitaly."

In June of 1886 it was announced that
the Northwestern Nebraska Railroad
Co. would put down a line from Wayne to
Niobrara and the notice ofincorporation
for this railroad appeared in the Wayne
paper. It was also announced at that time
that a principal town on the line would be
established about 21 miles northwest of
Wayne in Cedar County in Sec. 19 and
30, Township 28, Range One East on this
line. Mr. John E. Bennett of Wayne was
named right-of-way agent. In June Frank
H. Peavey and E. W. Backman ofSt. Paul
Minnesota came to Wayne and went over
the line to lay town sites at this location.
It was Mr. Peavy, the largest grain eleva
tor owner in the country, who named the
site "Randolph" in honor of Lord Ran
dolph Churchill (1849-1895) ofEngland.

In March 1871, the land that Peavy
had chosen for this new railroad town
had been transferred by patent to Rich
ard S. Cox by U.S. Grant, President of
the United States. It was transferred sev
eral times until A. L. Morse and Ida Bell
Morse deeded it to the Northern Nebras
ka Land and Improvement Company on
May 21,1886.

This location was immediately West of
the spot where a school house had been
built in 1885 which is now east Ran
dolph. Nellie Starks, of Coleridge, was
the first teacher of the school which
accommodated three area families.

for the next twenty to twenty-five years.
The reason for this was the lack of rail
roads which hindered marketing prod
ucts and made communication with the
outside world difficult.

However, we are aware of several
brave souls who, despite the difficulties,
were willing to come West in search of a
better life. In 1879, seven years before the
first lot was sold in Randolph, August F.
Huwaldt located on a homestead south
west of town, where he later became an
extensive farmer and pure bred Hereford

First known picture of Randolph 1887 Street Scene

Early Development Randolph 1886-1910

Farm of Mr. Wm. Totten three miles northeast of Randolph.

In 1739 a band ofFrench men explored
the northern part of the County and are
thus thought to be the first white men to
enter our area. They were later followed
by the Lewis and Clark expedition in
1804 who camped at Calumet Bluff in
northern Cedar County.

The real settlement of Cedar County
began in the north in 1857 with about
nine families near St. James. In the same
year the County was organized by an act
of the Territorial Legislature but settle
ments were mostly confined to the north

'.•

To lay the setting for a history of Ran
dolph, we must delve into the years
before our community was officially
begun.

The ground upon which this commu
nity rests was, anywhere from 10,000 to
20,000,000 years ago at the bottom ofan
inland sea that swept up from the Gulfof
Mexico and covered the Mississippi Val
ley. Various fossils of shellfish and crabs
have, through the years, been found in
this area establishing this fact.

As the sea receded a gently rolling prai
rie developed in the area covered with a
luxuriant growth ofprairie grasses. Trees
were found along streams and in parts of
the first-bottom land subject to overflow
and consisted mainly of boxelder, cot
tonwood, locust, ash and elm. Animal
life flourished with deer, antelope and an
occasional elk appearing on the prairie
and to this land the Indians made their
appearance.

It is thought that the first Indians in
this area were probably a peaceful people
who lived in one place in northern Cedar
County and depended on farming and
hunting for their food. They are thought
to have been driven off by warlike Plams
Indians who were of a nomadic nature.
The Pawnee, Sioux and Algonquin were
the tribes first recorded by the earliest
explorers.
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Edwards and Bradford Lumber Compan)' yard.

..

after stock and not returning.
At the Mitchell school located several

miles southwest of Randolph the bliz
zard brought drama and a happy ending.
One of the students, George Tatge, later
recalled his experience. The morning of
January 12, was unnaturally warm with
heavy fog. The day before had been
spring-like. The storm struck in mid
afternoon so fast that it was too late to try
to return home. The blizzard carried a
deafening roar and it became as black as
night. The teacher, Miss Tatge, decided
to stay and try to get fuel to stay the night.'
They formed a human chain to the fuel
shed and formed a coal scuttle back to the
frame school house. In this way they kept
themselves moderately warm, and
shared the scraps left from their lunch
buckets. When morning came the tem
perature was bitterly cold. The blizzard
had stopped and snow was driven moun
tain high over the country side. Much
stock was frozen to death. The teacher
and children returned safely to their
homes that morning through huge drifts.

And so the community had settled in
and went on to realize the need for a com
mon burial ground. On March 30, 1888,
Paul Buol, J .F. Farley, Z. Boughn, c.H.
Phelps, Thomas Zeigler, and C.S.
Whitham formed a cemetery associa
tion. They bought ten acres at $10.00 an
acre to constitute the Randolph Ceme
tery. The earliest grave recorded is that of
Catharine Lucas who died May 1,1887,
and was buried at the Boughn Ranch; lat
er being moved to the Z. Boughn lot in
the new cemetery.

The town continued to grow and in
1889 a second bank was founded by C.H.
Randall, W.P. Hill, A.F. Huwaldt and
Paul Buol. It was known as the Security
National Bank; it was closed in 1933.

By 1889 the town had grown large
enough to be officially recognized as a
village. It was granted a charter and the
first meeting of the village Board of
Trustees was held at the residence ofD.F.
Curtiss on May 13, 1889. Z. Boughn,
D.F. Curtiss, T.F. Ziegler, C.S. Whitham
and C.H. Phelps were the first trustees;
D.F. Curtiss was elected the first Chair
man of the Board. Robert Coffin was
appointed the first marshal and E.F. Ber-

and built a brick building on the comer of
Broadway and Douglas 10 1890.

It was also in 1887 that J.L. Stewart
came from Minnesota to open the first
drug store. In 1888 he put in a line offur
niture and was engaged in the undertak
ing business. Under President Harrison
he served as Randolph's postmaster
doing so for several other terms.

H.S. Fisher, the first lawyer, came in
1887 and was followed by Dr. Sharpe, a
medical doctor, and Dr. Webb, a dentist.

We should pause here to realize that
the founders ofour community took time
to enjoy life. The first Randolph dance
was heldon New Year's Eve in December
1886. John Boughn and Joe McDonald
arranged for the dance in a frame build
ing which was being erected on the comer
ofBroadway and Main. The building was
unfinished with no plaster on the walls,
the sides consisting of only drop siding.
Music was furnished by two fiddlers Ben
Hart and Will Root, both farm home
steaders who were each paid $2.00. A
good crowd attended, coming from miles
around in wagons, each bringing the
whole family. Teams were left in the liv
ery bam, and the people gathered in the
building to dance. Dancing continued all
through the night and a midnight lunch
was served consisting of cheese, ginger
snaps, oysters, sardines and crackers. By
morning the thermometer had dropped
to 40 degrees below zero, and because of
it, none started back to their homes until
the coldest hours had passed.

Will Root, who had homesteaded
southeast of Randolph in 1880, had
brought his Inl Stradivarius violin with
him, and continued to play for many
Randolph dances after that.

Music continued with an announce
ment that a new brass band had been
formed at Randolph and they would pro
vide "grand entertainment" along with
supper on Friday evening January 13,
1887.

The needs of the youth were also kept
in mind. In 1887 a school district was for
mally organized and a small white, frame
structure was built on the southeast cor
ner of the present West school campus.
Emma Smith was its first teacher fol
lowed by Ida Stewart Sharp who taught
the entire school.

This then set the stage for the small vil
lage of Randolph which in the following
years was to grow and prosper with the
aid of new businesses, farm families and
organizations.

Nature continued to provide obstacles
such as the famous blizzard of January
12, 1888. The "Big Blizzard"left death in
its wake over Nebraska. There are
accounts ofstudents and teachers leaving
country schoolhouses after the storm had
begun, tieing themselves together,
becoming lost and found the next day,
frozen. Farmers were reported going

First National Bank later the First State Bank

1887; Tom Ziegler was its postmaster.
This same year saw the completion ofan
elevator along the rail tracks on Broad
way Street built by the F.H. Peavey Co.
ThIS was followed by a "shovel house"
built by Z. Boughn; later he built the eight
cornered elevator that stood for many
years on the Burlington right ofway. A.E.
Smith had his meat market in operation
and J.e. Farley was selling farm imple
ments. Ziegler and Boughn opened
another implement shop on Broadway
Street. The G.N. LeValley, Pioneer Lum
ber Yard and Edwards and Bradford
Lumber Co. had been established in the
fall of 1886.

C.S. Whitman, in 1887, located the
Randolph State Bank in a comer of the
lobby of the Boughn Hotel with a capitol
of$50,OOO.00. C.H. Randall was its first
bookkeeper and within a year its cashier.
This bank is the predecessor ofthe pres
ent First State Bank. James F. Toy of
Sioux City later took control of the bank

tion sale and that same day began build
ing a hardware store. He recalled that
Frank Whitney was his first customer,
buying some stove pipe for his sod house
outside of town. He hauled his lumber
and hardware stock from Coleridge.

More activity in the fall of 1886 was
the building of the first hotel known as
the "Atkins House". This was followed
by the Boughn Hotel in the summer of
1887. In addition to the hotel Z. Boughn
dug a well II 0 feet deep with a water tank
and windmill located in the center of the
public square. Water was piped into the
hotel and this is considered to be the first
city water in Randolph.

The publication of the Randolph
Times had begun in a basement in the fall
of 1886 by E.F. Bennett and it was sent to
Sioux City for printing.

At the comer of Broadway and Main
the first post office was established in

First tree in Randolph, 100 years old in Alfred
Schaeufele's front yard.

originated the Tatge plum, a standard
variety sold in many nurseries. He estab
lished a 20 acre orchard of apples and
plums which became known as Tatgevil
Ie. Here he continued experimenting and
grafting until he produced and sent to
Washington for recognition a new red
plum named the "Randolph Plum". He
was also the inventor of the "American
Fruit Tree Protector"; a preparation
used to exterminate the borer insect com
mon to fruit trees.

Trees became an issue in town as well.
In 1886 Mr. Frank Whitney planted one
of the first trees in Randolph being the
larch tree which still stands in the Alfred
Schaeufele yard. In 1889 the Randolph
Reporter, edited by Harry Hammond,
admonished the people of the town to
plant trees, adding, "No town in this part
of the state is more sadly deficient in the
way of trees."

Trees or not, the town of Randolph
continued to grow. By 1887 a thriving
business community had developed.

Paul Buol had bought a lot at the auc-

Jackson Streellooking east from Rear tbe Methcdist Church.

dolph person to own a Model T Ford.
Peter Bermel is another early pioneer

bringing his family to a farm south of
town in 1884. G. Lageschulte followed to
the same area in 1886 bringing 40 head of
cattle, six head ofhorses and a few chick
ens.

The treeless condition of the prairie
inspired many of the rural settlers to fol
low the Johnny Appleseed tradition.

Chris Tatges fruit orcbard fin miles south",'est of
Randolph.

e.E. Manzer planted 600 forest trees
- 200 ash, 200 box elder, 100 mulberry
and 100 elm - on his land southwest of
Randolph in the year 1888, with an addi
tional planting of I000 cottonwood trees
and many apple, plum and cherry trees
the following spring. Mr. Manzer, who
later served as a state senator, estimated
that he had planted at least 10,000 trees
between the years 1884 and 1890.

In many early accounts we find refer
ence to planting orchards as one of the
first projects of the farm family. These
were considered a paying investment and
harvested for profit. Christopher Tatge
was the most renouned in our area.

Mr. Tatge came from Benton County,
Iowa, in April 1887, bringing with him
seven head of horses and four head of
cows. He bought 480 acres six miles
southwest of Randolph. He was an
enthusiastic horticulturalist, and had

tising the sale of German apple cakes at
10 cents each, and another announcing
the services of a local auctioneer who
spoke both German and English show the
strong German heritage. The mixture of
cultures was not always harmonious.
This was demonstrated when the Irish
Catholics threatened to establish a parish
of their own in McLean and leave Ran
dolph because the German language was
used at services.

The activity in the new town of Ran
dolph immediately following the lot sale
in 1886 was intense. Instantly, building
began and in the first months 20 build
ings had been built including two livery
stables. In fact Andrew Wheaton of
Wayne had contracts to plaster eight
houses in Randolph in that November.
The telegraph was installed by the end of
November. James Busfield, the first sta
tion agent, moved from Winside and the
track from Wayne was complete with a
round house at the end of the line. Mr.
Busfield later recounted that the first
night in town he spent sleeping on the
depot counter and lived in the LeValley
lumber office for the next month. The
first regular train began to run the end of
November leaving Wayne at 6: 15 in the
evening and arriving in Randolph at
7:20; leaving Randolph the next morning
for Wayne at 6: 15 arriving there at 7:20.
The line consisted of21.68 miles of track
from Wayne to one mile north of Ran
dolph.

The community did pause to consider
its spiritual life. On November 3, 1886,
Rev. D.H. Franzen, a Methodist minis
ter, held the first religious service at the
train depot.

The reality of the harsh Nebraska win
ters was experienced by these early pio
neers in November, 1886. A three to four
day blizzard hit and kept the train out of
town for a week. A.H. Terry and his wife
had put up a large tent on the flat just
north ofthe depot, feeding workmen and
others who were busy building stores and
homes in the new town. A group of men
staying at the lumber office remained in
their beds day and night during the bliz
zard, except once a day, when they fought
their way to Terry's tent for something to
eat. Fortunately, Mr. Terry had laid in a
good supply of fuel and food, and all sur
vived, even with the lack ofa stove in the
lumber office.

The rural area was flourishing at the
same time. Fred Weber, who had emi
grated from Iowa to a Wayne County
homestead six miles south of Randolph
in 1884, was busy not only with 480 acres
offarm ground but he had erected a store
building 22'x40' wherein he handled gen
eral merchandise, harness and hardware.
He also established a blacksmith and
wagon shop and was even able to gain a
post office at the farm. Later Mr. Weber
had the distinction ofbeing the first Ran-
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virtues of the Randolph area, to large
crowds. At Marion, Iowa, Capt. Boughn
proclaimed the title, "Randolph, the
Egypt of Nebraska", and his remarks
were so well received that "cheers and
hurrah's for Randolph almost deafened
the ears."

No doubt the men on the train had tak
en along a good supply ofthe "Randolph
Reporter" cigar hand manufactured in
the J.J. Hamond cigar factory. This busi
ness was established in January of 1896
at the corner of Main and Broadway and
was in operation for several years..

On returning, the Randolph promoters
found that the local markets were corn 12
cents; oats 10 cents; hogs $2.55; and cat
tle $2.65. Free silver was the national

Broadway Street looking east

1893 brick school building in Randolph

The founders of the community were
not content to rest on their accomplish
ments. Capt. Z. Boughn and L.H. Bruner
organized a special cattle train to Chica
go in February of 1896. It consisted of
two locomotives, forty "palace stock
cars" and one passenger coach. The
event drew the "jolliest crowds of men
ever assembled at the railway station" to
see off "Randolph's great train". Lively
selections were played by an eleven
member band which accompanied the
"handsomely decorated stock train" to
the cheers of the local residents. The
three day trip oflivestock and men across
Iowa and Illinois was interrupted by
many stops where the band played and
Capt. Boughn gave speeches, about the

from Iowa, of four Shorthorn animals at
a purchase price of nearly $900.00, "the
choicest bunch ofcattle in this part ofthe
state" was to be found on the D.O. Col
lins farm. The shipping of 473 sheep
from Randolph in one year was a signifi
cant accomplishment among sheep rais
ers.

The Board of Trustees worked to
improve the town and installed six kero
sene street lamps in 1891. They spent
much of their time working on installing
sidewalks and street grades, constructing
a water works and controlling dogs. In
1890 they appointed a committee of two
trustees "to call upon the marshal and
assertain what he proposed to do con
cerning the enforcement of ordinances".

In 1891 the Randolph Methodist
Church dedicated its parsonage and first
church. In 1892 a small wooden church,
24' by 40', was completed by the Catholic
community. The first resident pastor,
Father Albert Hork, came in 1894, and a
Calholic school was built in 1899. The
Lutheran congregation received its first
resident pastor, Rev. Conrad Poecker, in
1897. It was this same yearthat the Pres
byterian Church was dedicated after for
mation of the church in 1892. By 1895 a
Baptist Church had been formed with
H.S. Fisher as Sunday School Superin
tendent and an Episcopalian congrega
tion was in existence by 1898.

These same years saw the growth ofthe
Randolph school. In 1893 the frame
school building was moved and a brick
building was erected on the present West
campus. It was made of Randolph brick.
That year Dr. L.J. Townsend was select
ed the first superintendent and in the
spring G. Authur Benedict graduated
from the tenth grade. In 1896 the elev
enth grade was added and in 1900 the
twelfth grade. M.P. Buol, later a promi
nent businessman in Randolph, consti
tuted the class of 1900 and as such was
the first graduate of the twelfth grade.

In June of 1897 the fifth commence
ment from Randolph High's tenth grade
was held at the Boughn Opera House and
drew a large crowd filling the main floor
and the gallery. About half way through
the exercise the west gallery began to col
lapse, however several men dashed to
brace the supports while the spectators
evacuated the gallery safely. The ceremo
ny was then continued to Its conclusion.

It was during the 1890's that the town
grew gradually with new businesses
opening and changing hands frequently.
New people came - some staying and
others moving on.

An early landmark in Randolph was
built by the Chicago, St. Paul
Minneapolis and Omaha railroad in
1894. It was an overhead bridge or via
duct on Jackson Street, 22 feet above the
railroad tracks and 22 feet wide, which
was used for many years.

Early day grain elevator

brass trimmed harness.
Itwas also in 1890 that NicholasJ. Lor

ge established the "Lorge" store which
featured a well assorted line of general
merchandise and enjoyed "a good trade
especially amone, the Germans".

Wendell P. Hill (who was born in the
same house and room as Thos. A. Edi
son) came to Randolph the same year as
Lorge and established "Hill's Pharmacy"
in a two story brick building he built. Sev
eral years later Hill, along with the Buol
Brothers, built what was known as the
Buol-Hill block located on the northwest
corner of Broadway and Main. It stands
today. His store had one of the largest
stocks in northeast Nebraska and did
some wholesale business as well. Mr. Hill
retired from the business in 1909.

But one of Randolph's largest busi
nesses was that of the stockyards. There
was one on each railroad which llave
stock raisers easy access to Omaha SIOUX
City, and Chicago markets. For' many
years Nick Colling Sr. and Pete Vinckel
- and later his son J.J. Vinckel were
competitive local buyers at the Omaha
railroad yards while L.H. Bruner was the
local buyer at the Burlington yard.

In time, many pure bred herds. were
acquired; thorough-bred Duroc Jerseys
and Poland China hogs were raised; a
Shorthorn Breeders Association was
organized; and with the importation,

.~-

Burlington Depot

April 9 of that year.
It is also thought that 1889 was the year

in which "Boughn's Big Store", made of
brick, was completed on the northeast
corner of Broadway and Douglas. It was
a general merchandise store. At one time
it had a shoe department, grocery and dry
goods. It employed fourteen clerks in the
busy season and eventually added an ele
vator and cash carrier system with a cash
ier's cage.

The railroad became even more
important in the development of the
town in 1890. The Pacific Shortline, later
known as the Great Northern, and still
later as the c.B. & g., constructed a rail
road from Sioux CIty to O'Neill. Thus
Randolph had freight and passenger ser
vice in all four directions.

One of the first ventures that this new
line encouraged was the Randolph Mill,
built along the c.B. & Q. tracks in 1890
by James Thorndike and his son J .S.
Thorndike who had moved here from
Blair. This was the first flour and grist
mill in southern Cedar county and flour
was made from locally-grown wheat with
patrons coming from as far as 40 miles
away to exchange grain for flour. This
continued to flourish until this area
ceased to produce wheat. The Randolph
Mill was finally dismantled in 1930.

With the two railroads the community
eventually saw two elevators along the
Omaha railroad, and three along the Bur
lington to dispose of a variety of grain
crops.

Horses were still of prime importance.
Livery barns provided conveyances for
Sunday joy-riding as well as for essential
travel, while blacksmith and harness
shops did a thriving business. It was 1890
that Abts & Kuhl established their har
ness and saddlery shop which was in
business for many years. It featured a
window, where a life-sized replica of a
dapple gray horse stood amid a display of
fancy buggy whips, fringed fly nets, and

W.T. Fisher residence with wooden walk and out
door facilities.

nett the first Clerk. The next day several
ordinances were passed. One provided
for the construction of sidewalks to be
made of "good pine lumber" four feet
wide except they had to be eight feet wide
on Main and Broadway and at least two
inches thick. A second ordinance provid
ed for a poll orlabortax which stated that
every male inhabitant between ages of21
and 50 years, between April I and
November I of each year, either person
ally or by satisfactory substitute perform
two days labor upon the streets alleys or
highways upon three days notice from
the street overseer. The labor require
ment could be commuted by the pay
ment of$3.00 to the city treasurer.

In June of 1889 the Board of Trustees
passed another ordinance providing for
the cleaning of hog and cattle yards
between March and November. One for
a license tax on dogs was also adopted.
This ordinance provided that the mar
shal was to get 50 cents for each dog he
killed which was not licensed.

An estimate of the first fiscal year's
expenses was published revealing a total
budget of$400.00.

In July of 1889 the first election was
held to pass on a $5,000.00 bond issue for
the construction and maintenance of a
system ofwater works for fire protection
and supply. Twenty-six votes were cast
and 26 votes were recorded in favor of
the proposition.

This was the same year that Mr. Mal
lory established a brickyard just west of
Randolph. It provided brick for the
Brookley building erected in 1890 by
W.P. Hill, and for the first brick school
building. Clay for the yard was hauled by
a donkey on a two wheeled cart from
another site. But the brick proved to be
too soft and the yard was eventually
closed.

The records of 1889 indicate the begin
ninl! oftwo present day religious denomi
nations in Randolph. The first Lutherans
met for worship in the brick building on
the northeast corner of Broadway and
Douglas. This congregation was under
the stimulus ofRev. Hefner ofColeridge.
A Catholic priest, Father C. Mugan
administered baptism to Margaret Lynn
on March 19, 1889, and the first Mass
was celebrated in the Lynn home on

13
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The G.A.R. actIvItIes were not con
fined to encampments, for, at one time
the local post was said to be "first in the
state in membership, first financially,
and first socially". The annual G.A.R.
picnics held in the E.W. Leicy grove
attracted more than one hundred pic
nickers. Both the GAR. and W.R.C.
(Women's ReliefCorps) were active par- .
ticipants in Decoration Day obser
vances. School children particIpated in
Decoration Day services, some with reci
tations, but the majority by marching in
a body in a procession from the Opera
House to the cemetery.

Politics was ofgreat interest and wide
ly debated. Local parties were formed
and local candidates put up for village,
county and state offices. The newspapers
played a vital role in this dialogue. Wm.
Jenmngs Bryan, known to his generation
as the Great Commoner and champion
of "Free Silver", gave a speech in Ran
dolph in September of 1899. He later

addressed a crowd at Laruel of three to
four thousand people. It is said that he
returned to Randolph in 1903. On that
occasion. his auto was supposedly
Involved m an aCCIdent a few miles from
town and he rode into town in a wagon
drawn by a team of mules. Actually, the
accident rumor and the entrance into
town behind the Democratic Party's
emblem had been prearranged by the
local Bryan Club, an active organization
during the Bryan Campaigns.

Tempers could run high. Chas. H. Har
ris, editor of the Randolph Times and
Belden News, shot and killed J.H.
Blenkiron of Randolph in Belden in
December of 1899. They were in an alter
cation over an article in the Belden News
about Blenkiron when the tragedy
occured. Blenkiron was a member of the

1895 Fourth of July Parade

last time at bat with the visitors in the
lead. Well, to make a long story short,
they found the sphere and pounded it all
over the field, running in three beautiful
little tallies and retired much to the satis
faction of our people." Randolph won 8
to 7. "It was an elegant game and enjoyed
by all." The winning pitchers for the Stal
warts were Watt and Carroll.

The Reed land on the north edge of
town was the scene of horse races, fire
works displays, and a G.A.R. (Grand
Army of the Republic) encampment.
Many times these activities were part of
a Fourth ofJuly celebration. The Fourth
of July celebration in 1895 drew about
3,000 people and included a parade,
speeches, races, dancing, baseball and
fireworks. It was declared a "grand suc
cess".

Main Street looking north with viaduct in background.

Entertainment for the community
flourished and varied. The town band
was always in demand and fund drives
were periodically undertaken to raise
money for new uniforms. Literary Socie
ties sprung up throughout the country
side debating such questions as, "Re
solved, that there is more happiness than
misery in this life." Within the town a
Dra~atic Company organized under the
auspIces of the EpIscopal Ladies Guild,
and the play "The Galley Slave" was
presented to the largest audience ever
assembled in Randolph realizing over
$56.00 in receipts. The Boughn Opera
house was home to many traveling the
ater companies as well as other attrac
tions such as the "Herbal Remedy Co.",
"Catfish Charlie", an itinerant violin
player, hit the town for/ive or six years in
the middle 1890's "charming the popu
lace WIth the sweet strains of the violin
which he handles to perfection". The
Campbell Br~s. Circus set up its big top
In 1898 and In the middle of its perfor-
mance a severe storm caved in the canvas
causing panic with screaming women
crawlinl\ under the sides. Two people
were Injured.

Baseball was the community sport and
the pride of the town. Teams would go
from town to town via the railroad to
play each other and the local papers
would engage in constant battles as to
which town team was the best. The popu
lace were adament in their love for the
game, in fact, a ballgame "was a feature"
ofthe wedding reception honoring Hele
na Hassman and Adam Donnely.

The O'Neill vs Randolph game in July
of 1895 found the Randolph Stalwarts
vlctonous. At the end of the eighth the
O'Neill team was ahead 7 to 5. The
account of the ninth goes like this: "Our
boys spit in their hands and looked at
each other, but kept silent - it was their

These were the main-stay dishes of those
days.

Randolph had become a town to come
back to. Fr. Albert Hork left for Chile in
1897 for health reasons at the suggestion
ofhis doctor. After about two months he
returned, happy to be home and noting
that "people were about half-civilized"
in Chile.

The first phone line was strung in 1898
between Hill's Pharmacy and the Short
Line Depot which was "a !\feat conve
nience to town people". A Ime was later

First Telephone Exchange in Randolph

strung to the Hill residence. The follow
ing year a toll station was opened by the
Nebraska Telephone Company and the
first exchange was built by Nebraska
Clark Automatic Telephone Company in
1904. Miss Myrtle Fox was the first tele
phone operator.

. Reese & Aegerter, a prcminent real
estate firm in Randolph, produced a
booklet on the town in 1898. It included
pictures and commentary on the success
ful farmers and businessmen here. It was
sent to the area around Cascade, in east
ern Iowa, to attract investors. It noted
that "there are many opportunities for
live energetic men with small capital". It
claimed that a few wild lands could still
be bought for from $12.50 to $18.00 per
acre and improved farms for $20 to $25
per acre. It boasted that "Flax, chicory,
broomcorn, sugar beets and sorghum can
be successfully raised in this state and
with the factories in close proximity the
raw material can be worked up to advan
tage. From the year 1890 Nebraska has
produced more corn to the acre than any
other state in the union. Flax grows abun
dantly in this locality and good money
can be realized from this crop." The
booklet must have had a positive effect
since we know many of the town's cur
rent families trace their ancestors to Cas
cade and in 1903 we fmd a reference to
the "Cascade Colony" located northeast
of Randolph.

been a time of panic and financial dis
tress, is but added proofofthe wonderful
fertility ofour soil and the great resources
of this part ofNebraska, as well as of the
intellil\ence and enterprise ofour people,
both In town and in the surrounding
country."

If visitors were enticed to come to this
community it was ready. According to a
well-preserved 1896 ledger used by J .M.
Huey, early day proprietor of the Ran
dolph House, transient board could be
had for $1.00 a day, 25 cents for lodging
and 25 cents per meal, with rates of
$15.00permonth for regular patrons. No
doubt, ham, sour milk biscuits, corn
bread, mashed potatoes, dried corn,
hominy, apple jell, honey, and vinegar
pie graced this boarding house table.

BACK: Paul Buol, W.P. Hill, Martin Buol,.J.5. Stewart, Ed Buol. MIDDLE: Mrs. W.P. Hill, Mrs. J.L
Stewart, Elsie Stewart, Anna Buot. Grandma Buol. FRONT: Helen Buol Cook, Martin Buol, Jess, Fettis,
and George 8uol.

First State Bank lobby. Customers Fred Weber and Zachariah Boughn. BEHIND THE COUNTER: Earl
Hoffman, F.5. Stegge, the next two are unidentified.

issue and the town had four newspapers
each espousing its own political view.

In the summer of 1896 one of the
town's editors took note of the first ten
years in this way: "We overheard a gen
tleman in conversation the other day
remark that ten years ago this summer he
herded 1,500 head of cattle on the very
ground where Randolph now stands. His
statement is of course true, but it hardly
seems possible when we look over our
beautiful and enterprising little city of
1,200 people, with its large number of
fine residences and business blocks, its
modern school house, its water works,
mill, creamery, two railroads, etc. etc.
The fact that our town has had such rapid
and healthy development during so short
a life time, one third of which time has
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City Cemetery Monument dedicated to the commu
nity's servicemen.

Early day method of plowing

[n that same month Randolph's great
bank robbery occured. J.J. Carroll, a pio
neer of 1886 who served as city marshall
for thirty years, recounted the event. At
approximately 2:00 a.m. the marshall
was about to pass the corner of the old
Boughn store on his nightly round to
meet the Burlington freight, when three
men approached him from the west.
"Presenting revolvers" at his head, they
took his gun, tied a rope loosely around
his arms and body, and led him to the
rear of the First National Bank. One man
remained to guard him while the other
two went to the Carl Schauppner black
smith shop for tools. On their return they
broke the front door glass, admitting one
ofthem who then unlocked the rear door.
After the second of seven explosions one
of the men removd the sack from Mr.
Carroll's head but forced him to remain
as they had placed him - seated on the
floor ofa small closet, with his back to its
door and in range offlying pieces ofsteel.
Shortly after the men left, the clock
struck three whereupon Mr. Carroll
phoned F.S. Stegge, cashier of the bank.

Safe left in First National Bank following burglary
in 1910.

days. The large snows caused large floods
that spring in town. Several years pnor to
this a tornado struck in May of 1903.
Traveling in a northeasterly direction it
struck first at the cemetery, then lifted
until it reached "Cyclone Hill," the farm
now owned by Joe Nordhues. Leaving
destruction in its path it continued on
into the area known as the Cascade Colo
ny. Fortunately, no lives were lost but
much damage was done.

However, not everything was washed
away in the floods of 1909, and that sum
mer the City began a clean-up campaign.
The City Council discussed an ordinance
to impose a $5.00 fine for spitting chew
ing tobacco on the sidewalks. The editor
approved with the following observa
tions: "Ladies' in passing up and down
the thoroughfares must either take to the
streets, trail their skirts through these
slimy pools of tobacco-juice or gather
their skirts in their hand wading through
ankle deep." Stockyards were also
attacked which emited, "frightful whiffs
of scented air".

It was during these years that Sam and
George Reed's ice cream business grew
and prospered. They came to town in
1897 and several years later established a
restaurant. They began freezing ice
cream in a five gallon freezer turning out
their famous "Velvet" brand. By 1911
they had installed a seventy-five gallon
mixer and in July froze a record 300 gal
lons in six and a half hours. The product
was sold all over northeast Nebraska.
They expanded into butter, cottage
cheese and long horn cheese.

Randolph remained a center for mar
keting agricultural products, and in one
week in April of 1910, Randolph mer
chants bought 100,000 eggs.

Dr. Q.A. Kerley

the great inconvenience and annoyance
ofall. The movie theater was later moved
to a separate building and bought by Dab
and Mabel Ulm in 1912.

The community never forgot its agri
cultural roots. In 1904 the Randolph Fair
Association was formed for the "purpose
of the organization to hold out induce
ments for fancy stock raisers to exhibit
their stock". J.L. Chapman was its first
president. The premium list that year
included best sow under one year, set sil
ver knives and forks worth $4.00;
boar any age, first, copy of Life of Wm.
McKinnly and second, two volume set of
Shakespeare; calf(cow) nine months and
under, oak rocking chair worth $3.50.
August Huwaldt won the most prizes in
the cattle division and Tilton Weber the
most in the hog division, while R.A. Col
lier walked away with three in the chick
en division. The 1905 event was listed as
a "hummer" drawing about 5,000 people
and featuring horse races.

The Randolph Corn Show was also
staged in December of 1909 and 1910
featuring yellow, white and pop corn as
well as oats and wheat. These drew a good
number of entries.

The G.A.R. remained active and in
October of 1905 the Soldiers Monument
in the Randolph cemetery was dedicated
and presented to the G.A.R. by Z.
Boughn, representing the community, at
an all day ceremony starting at 11 :00
A.M. It was built by Louis Sommers of
Randolph at a cost of $800.00.

Weather continued to cause problems.
The blizzard ofFebruary 8, 1909, was the
worst since that of 1888. It piled drifts to
the roofs of buildings. Wires were down
and the trains were kept out of town for
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Randall house with boardwalk

licenses were $1,000.00 each while the
wholesale licenses were $50.00 each.
This represented a large portion of the
Village revenue. However, in about 1906
the town went "dry". By 1909 the City
was in financial trouble and many
thought it was from the loss of revenue
from liquor licenses and the loss of busi
ness to other towns. Almost all of the
street-lighting arc lamps were out ofcom
mission because ofno money to fix them
and the city was at its maximum tax levy.
An election was then held to consider the
question ofgranting liquor licenses but it
failed and the town remained "dry".

Improvements continued and the
rural mail routes were established in the
summer of 1903. Some of the original
carriers were Ed Casteel, Glenn Clark,
Peter Van Buskirk, and Henry Howe.
There were five routes from Randolph
and the first trips were made on horse
back. Each carrier had four horses using
two each day and alternating. Later wag
ons were used.

The issue of electric lights began to be
discussed by 1903. [n order to have a
bond issue large enough for a light plant
the village had to be reorganized as a sec
ond-class city under Nebraska law. This
was done in July of 1903 with the town
having a large enough population 
1165 people. Under this system S.W.
Mosher was elected Mayor in the spring
of 1904.

But it wasn't until 1906 that the light
plant was installed. The bid was let in
January of that year for a Westinghouse
generator and the necessary poles. The
cost $9,000.00.

This advance allowed John Boughn to
install a moving picture machine in the
opera house in 1908. He featured new
and different movies every Tuesday,
Thursday, and Saturday nights at prices
"so low all can afford to attend". But crit
ics noted that the arc light in the machine
needed so much power that the street
lights had to he cut off and all the incan
descent lights in town were dimmed to

Broadway Street looking west after installation of electricity.

ofa citizen who has been so loved for his
character and the great amount of good
he has been to Randolph." Dr. Q.A. Ker
ley, from Honeyben, Illinois, took over
his practice that fall.

Fire was also a danger. The town was
threatened by its first prairie fire in 1896
but it spread rapidly northward burning
a half section of untilled land from the
Matt Hosch Sr. farm to the J.W. Stukel
Sr. farm. It burned all of the buildings on
the Stukel farm except the house and a
grain bin. However, the town was not
spared in August of I90 I. The old "Sioux
City" block located on the south side of
Broadway west of Main burned. It start
ed in the Nance Meat Market when the
lard Ernest Nance was rendering caught
fir~. Four business houses were burned to
the ground. When the occupants of the
Hyatt and Lucas Bakery, Confectionary
and Cigar Store were alerted that the
building was on fire, Mrs. Geo. Hyatt,
wife of one of the proprietors, calmly
removed her apron and hung it on its cus
tomary hook before fleeing the building.
The Security State Bank brick building
was then built on this site.

Epidemics ofvarious diseases were an
ever present worry. There are many
accounts of deaths due to measles, small
pox, diphtheria, pneumonia, whopping
cough, polio and influenza during these
years. No age was exempt and quaran
tines were periodically announced. The
medical profession did all they could but
sometimes the medicine was worse than
the disease. During the measle epidemic
of 1907, Dr. A.E. Cook prescribed medi
cine made by the pharmacist to Frank
Sweetser and Judge Miller. Frank died
and the Judge almost did. The pharma
cist had failed to properly mix the batch
and a high amount of arsenic got in the
men's prescriptions.

The community perceived another
evil, "Demon Whiskey". In 1903 Ran
dolph "will present the spectacle of six
saloons." In addition the village issued
three wholesale licenses. The saloon

Randolph House

not to visit any city in their present con
dition, as they might get taken in for
unsophisticated youth."

One of the ever present dangers was
that ofa runaway team of horses hitched
to a buggy or wagon. Many accounts are
found ofthese incidents during these ear
ly days. One ofthe most famous is proba
bly that ofthe runaway occuring in Octo
ber of 1900. Dr. Charles C. Crawl, who
came to town in 1890, was on his way to
a house call when the horses on his buggy
were "spooked". He jumped from the
"rampaging buggy hittin!! his head fatal
ly". The obituary contamed this senti
ment. "The writer ofthis article feels the
inability to properly estimate the worth

firm of Blenkiron Bros. of Randolph
which ran a mill works and pine lumber
outlet. In March of 1900 a jury found
Harris "not guilty" of the murder charge
against him.

With little other excitement the town
ushered in the new century confident of
the future. At about this time three men
placed their confidence in the communi
ty which proved well founded. Dr. A.E.

. Cook came in late 1899 and practiced
medicine here for fifty-one years. Harry
Burke came in the same year and was a
tailor for over fifty years and H.L. Peck
came in 1900 being the editor of the
Times for 39 years. Improvements con
tinued with the Boughn Opera House
being enlarged, refitted and the adding of
new scenery and opera chairs. This
allowed the traveling Begger Prince
Opera Company to stage a performance
of the opera Fra Diavola at the Opera
House and the statement was made that,
"No such opportunity for high class
entertainment has ever before been pres
ented to the people of Randolph ..."
Tickets were 50 cents and 75 cents.

Cement walks were installed around
the Boughn Hotel in 1900. It was also in
this year that the Randolph business
houses entered into an agreement to close
their stores at eight o'clock every evening
during the week except Saturday.

Not everything was considered an
improvement. A local editor noted in his
April 21, 1900, edition that, "The craze
for shaving offmoustaches seems to have
taken possession ofmost ofthe male citi
zens ofRandolph. It will be well for them
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Law office oCCa. Willey over First National Bank.

tion for children 7-16 years of age". It
was during these early years that the
schools and community were alerted to
small-pox outbreaks. Special precau
tions were taken, particularly in 1914.

In 1917 the school board saw need for
enlargement of the school. More land
was bought for this purpose and the Ran
dolph school had the largest enrollment
in Cedar County. "Randolph's School
stands high among state schools. Its

courses fit all walks of life and the
expense is met by public taxations."
Repeatedly, the Randolph Schools were
first in other areas - for example, sports,
winning every game in basketball and
winning the annual Northeast Nebraska
field and track team meets thus taking
home gold and silver awards.

Local folks suffered from the elements
ofnature. In 1913, the great "March Bliz
zard" caused loss of human lives and loss
of animals. This was later, followed by
the awful Omaha tornado which put fear
into families in that area. It was at that
time that the true spirit of Randolph was
shown when that community shipped
1,000 pounds ofsupplies to the victimsof
the disaster. Again, on February 4, 1915,
Randolph was submerged in a huge
snowbank. The snowfall was the heaviest
in years; even train service was out of
commission for several long days and the
roofs of the Smith-Havelson Lumber
Company sheds collapsed due to the
heavy load ofsnow. Heavy rains were fre
quently seen in those early years, causing
much trouble to farmers, railways, and
anyone who needed to travel. In the late
spring of 1916, high winds and a twister
left a path of destruction northeast of
Randolph. The twister completely
wrecked several barns, killed horses, cat
tle, and hogs; it did considerable damage
to several farm houses and sheds.

As earll as 1913, farm bureaus in each
county 0 Nebraska with a county agent
were established. They worked with the
United States Department ofAgriculture

The Changing Times
Randolph 1911-1935

grams. Many times gifts were distribut
ed. On record for the Thanksgiving of
1915 it was noted: "We in Randolph
have large reason to be thankful for the
blessings of life and health. of peace and
plenty. and that a gracious Providence
has ordered wisely and well for our hap
piness and well being. Our city has made
growth, our people have had plenty to eat
and to wear; no violent outbreak of con
tagious disease has swept over our vil-

lage; our people, businessmen, and citi
zens have enjoyed a satisfactory degree
of prosperity." These phrases aptly show
the peacefulness, enjoyment of life and
prosperity in this community.

Although Randolph had two schools,
there were times that it was difficult for
local children to get to school. In 1915,
"the Randolph Board of Education even
received many complaints of school age
children not attending school and indi
cated that there was compulsory educa-

The United States Postal Service was
changing; new regulations in 1913 saw
the C.O.D. feature and insurance added
to mail services. At that time the Ware
ham Post Office was discontinued and
··patrons. thereafter got mail through
Randolph on Route #4".

By the summer of 1913 the business
men met and organized a "Good Roads
Association," its object, the better grad
ing, dragging, and working of roads lead-

Street scene from Library looking east

Street scene in front of Stageman's Land Office

ing to Randolph. Afterall, cars were
becoming more popular and in early
1917 five railcars full of autos had been
delivered and sold in the community
within a three month period. Ford cars
sold for $315-$645, whereas the Chan
dler Six Car sold for $1295-$2595.

Basket socials, barn dances, and
church bazaars were frequent events in
the community. Each fall an annual Hal
loween Hunt was held and various
groups held Christmas plays and pro-
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Distant view of Randolph School looking south""est in 1911 or 1912.

Titon Weber's "ehkle after the lItTeck in lIt'hich he died in 1910.

St. Frances School, built in 1910
Randolph Public School built in 1911

car. In doing so, he hit a rut, overturned
the car, and was fatally thrown from it.
Despite the dangers, the auto continued
to become ever more popular and had as
great an impact on the life ofthis commu
nity as did the early railroads.

First Grade Students - Randolph Public School
1906 '

The sum of$11 ,000.00 was taken but the
culprits were never found. The bank was
open the next morning for regular busi
ness and was completely insured.

Randolph did have its successes in the
political arena. John Kuhl represented
Cedar and Pierce Counties as a Demo
crat in the State Legislature for several
years beginning in 1907. He was termed
a "conservative" who stood with the peo
ple against corporations and was chair
man of the Legislative Committee on
Privileges and Elections. Senator G.W.
Wiltse from Randolph was not so fortu
nate and served only one term as a State
Senator at Lincoln being defeated in
1910.

A new brick Catholic School was dedi
cated in July of 1910 replacing the old
school built in 1899. In June of 1911 bids
were let for the construction of a new
Randolph Public School by D.J. Farrell
of Omaha at a cost of $26,389.00. The
old building was torn down. These build
ings served the educational needs of the
community for many years to come.

We end the first twenty-five years of
Randolph's history noting the beginning
of a new era created by the invention of
the automobile. Winebrenner, a local
insurance man, was the first to own an
auto which consisted of a one cylinder
engine with rubber tired wheels which
resembled a bicycle with a stick to steer.
Another early car was a "Brush" owned
by Henry Hawe, a mail carrier. In July
1910 Duward Park, Will Hammond,
Jennie Boughn, and Ethel Turner "au
toed to the Chautauqua" and W.T. Fish
er "took a load of Randolph people to
Wayne in his big Kissel Kar". A Hupmo
bile was sold to a Magnet resident, and
Jared Stageman was about to buy a 1911
Cadillac. And of course Mr. Fred Weber
had the first Model T Ford.

The grim reality of the dangers which
can be found in the auto soon struck the
Weber family. In April of 1910 Tilton
Weber, Fred Weber's son, was killed at
the age of42 in one of the first car wrecks
in this area. Tilton was driving his auto
from Osmond to Randolph at about 35to
45 MPH when he tried to pass another
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over the age of twenty. Later they helped
shock small grain due to the lack of farm
labor, and boys 15-18 were urged to regis
ter for farm work. Without this help
crops were unplanted or rotted in the
fields. Labor prices were set by law with
fines for violations.

The Randolph Chapter of the Red
Cross sent nearly 500 articles to service
men, and Dr. Cook "nailed" the lie about
the Red Cross making a profit. The
drives for War Savings Stamps more
than doubled its quota each time.

Early Monday morning, November
I I, 1918, "Glow in Old Glory - Kaiser
ism Overthrown" was proclaimed and
2,500 to 3,000 people rejoiced. Rapid
planning resulted in one of the finest
parades and celebrations ever; church
bells, fire bells, and whistles were all set
in motion. The draft call was cancelled.
"The War is over."

Almost one hundred local men
returned and in 1919 the American
Legion was formed in Randolph. On
June 6th the community held a "Home
Coming Jubilee" for the "returned and
returning" service men.

The War was not the only news during
these years. [n 1914 discussion was held
on a proposed highway between Sioux
City and 0' eill, and it was called the
"great highway". By 1919 the planning
had reached the point of estimating the
cost of the 135 mile road at $130,000.00,
but work did not begin on the project
until 1926. It came through town and was
graded and graveled by 1927 at a cost of
$250,000.00. It was designated as U.S.
highway #20. Electrolier lights were
secured to light the business section of
Randolph at a total cost of $900.00. A
third bank was added to the community
in 191 7, when a charter was granted to
the Farmers State Bank. It fell to the way
side at the beginning ofthe Great Depres
sion. [n 1918, C.H. Randall, a local bank
er, ran for the State Senate and won a seat
he held there for several years. In the ear
ly 1920's he ran for the office of Gover
nor ofNebraska on the Republican ticket
but was defeated.

The Spanish Flu Epidemic broke out
in 1918. Numerous cases were reported
with high fevers and the "attack coming
quick and with more pep than the ordi
nary grip". The draft was halted, local
schools were closed, and church services
were cancelled. "Business, by order of
the mayor could open only in the fore
noons. All public places closed to stop the
spread of flu." Eight deaths occurred in
seven days and forty known cases made
the situation alarming. The flu subsided
after six weeks and many deaths.

Randolph purchased a new fire truck
in 1918 forthe sum of$645 and 500 feet
of hose for $100. A new 100 horsepower
kerosene engine was installed in the light
plant as more power was needed. The city
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Security National Bank buiJding in downtown Randolph
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Fred Thies (third from the right) in army chow tine during World War 1.
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tainment ofthis sort isjust as essential to
the proper growth and development of
the human mind as food and clothing.
Chautauqua enthusiasm promotes the
llood ofevery town, raises the moral tone
m the community, increases the interest
in the public welfare, magnifies the need
for good, wholesome, clean entertain
ment, creates an appetite for indepen
dent thinking, for knowledge, for
research, for advancement and for better
living." Some of the Randolph attrac
tions included The Metropolitan Sym
phony Orchestra (1913), Ross Crane, the
cartoonist (1913), and Helen Keller, the
famed teacher (1916).

Throughout these early years, the
whole world was concerned about the
war situation which was raging in the Bal
kan States and here, closer to home, there
was war in Mexico. Since Randolph was
made up ofmany immigrants, many peo
ple were concerned for loved ones left
behind. In 1915 the "first parcel post
package offood stuffsent from northeast
Nebraska to Germany for the purpose of
consumption by the civilian population
was made at the Randolph Post Office".

In 1916, war came to our shores. "Six
ships were torpedoed within sight of
American shores. No lives were lost."
These events brought grave apprehen
sion, which only worsened when in early
1917, a Japanese warship was sunk and
two Austrian submarines were captured.
Then the draft began. Two hundred nine
ty-one men registered in precincts 17-18
19. The United States had entered the
war. Many of Randolph's men served
their country both here and abroad.

Adinner was held to honor Randolph's
service men who were leaving to serve
their country. It was followed by a great
patriotic meeting of over 3,000 people
where loyalty and food conservation
were the topics. As a patriotic gesture a
flag was placed in the city's intersection
at a cost of $1 00.00.

Leslie Hall was the first Randolph man
to enlist, and Dee Wilson was the first
from our community to die ofwounds in
the war on August 12, 1917.

By early 1918, many local residents
had to refute false reports that they were
pro-German and some businesses were
daubed with yellow paint. All types of
accusations were being made, for exam·
pie, that a rural Belden man was under
suspicion ofbeing a German spy. Foreign
language ofany sort, especially German,
was banned; they were not to be used on
the phone, streets, or any other place.
Food hoarding was also banned and car
ried up to a $5,000.00 fine for violating
the rules. Nonpartisan league organizers
in Randolph were mobbed and prevent
ed from giving their speeches. "Home
Guards" were organized to provide
security to the community and were
made up of all businessmen and anyone

bread, and 10 cents for a 20 ounce loaf.
The rural credit bill to benefit farmers

was signed by the president in 1916, and
twelve new loan banks were created for
the use of the farmers.

According to the Randolph paper,
wolves and coyotes were hunted fre
quently during these years. It reported
that "six wolves, two coyotes, and a wag
on load of jack rabbits were taken" dur
inll one day's hunt. In the winter of 1915,
thiS sport was a weekly event for the local
hunters. Other sports for this community

were the town baseball and softball
games, and in 1914 Randolph built a ten
nis court east of the Omaha depot. Each
winter the court was flooded and used by
the local youngsters as a skating rink.

In 1912 the local merchants and clubs
decided to host the "chautaugqua which
stood for the best in public speaking,
entertainment, and music". The pro
grams would be hosted each succeeding
year for one week. It was felt that "enter-

and the Agriculture College in Lincoln to
assist the farmer. Also a $50,000,000.00
fund was established to help farmers
move crops giving a boost to the local
economy. O~rcommunitywasandstill is
a farming community. In 1915, PresI
dent Wilson urged farmers, assertmg that
"America must feed the war-tom world
- no plows are to be idle. It is necessary
that we should plant a great deal more;
our land should yield more per acre than
it does now."

Silos were coming more and more into

Early day threshing crew

general use. All over the community
there were reports of bigger and better
yields. However, the drawback was the
low prices for the farmers; in 1915:
choice beef, $7.60 to $8.10, hogs, $6.55
to $6.60, and sheep, $8.50 to $8.90. Farm
implement prices were: a 140 tooth, 24
foot harrow, $25.00, and a John Deere
VA cultivator, $22.00. The local meat
market charged about 25 cents per pound
for beef, 7 cents for a 14 ounce loaf of

Randolph baseball team in 1912

I '
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one to two inches ofwater on their main
floors. Many cellars filled and founda
tions caved in. Again, in 1924, heavy rain
and floodmg was upon this community.
ActIOn was taken and petitions were out
for a drainage sysem to put an end to the
flooding. Two weeks after this later flood
at the end of June, the temperature
dipped to 48 degrees. There seemed to be
no predicting the weather, for in 1925,
the VIClDlty was very hot and dry with
temperatures soaring to 106 degrees in
September. Vegetation suffered severely.
The next few years saw no relief. By July
12, 1928, whatever crops were in the
fields were then destroyed by hail. The
hailstones, as large as goose e\l8s, leveled
crops, killed hundreds of chickens, did
untold damage to buildings and stripped
everything. "All was ruined." By the ear
ly 1930's, farmers had to work nights and
early morning to avoid the 100 degree
heat. Horses were overcome by heat and
the grasshoppers were nearing Ran
dolph. Oat fields only nine miles north
were badly infested.

In late November 1933, a dust blizzard
raged for twelve hours, throughout the
entire northeast Nebraska area. If that
wasn't enough, an old-fashioned prairie
fire raging in western Nebraska sent
smoke drifting through Randolph. On
May 29, 1934, temperatures soared to
107 degrees. Vegetation shriveled, pas
tures burned, and many farmers were
forced to turn cattle into oats and barley
fields, even herding them along hi~ways
and railroad tracks so the stock mIght get
a little feed.

from overseas. Then it happened. Fans
reported that they heard Mussolini
speak, expressing his greatest friendship
for America and declaring that the two
countries had much in common and were
allied by strong bonds.

Nature took her toll on our communi
ty. In 1923, heavy rains and flooding
came week after week so that water in
some places covered the ground three
feet deep. Most homes were sitting with

STANDING: Herbert Schoof, Walter Brauer, Coach Rube Dawson, Ralph Mailliard Harold Dennis Ver-
non Boughn. SEATED: Merton Farrell, H.H. Shel"""ood, Biltse Robinson • •

Mayor 0.0. Reed and Marien M. Glasscock in front of the Municipalligbt plant.

west of town which included a club
house. By 1935 it was abandoned forlack
of funds. The Boughn Opera House
closed in 1923, after 28 years ofbusiness,
and completely burned in 1928. To fill
this gap, T.M. Kaiser rented the old Pal
ace Garage in 1921, and made it into a
dance hall. Itwas also used for other com
munityaffairs.

The beginning of Randolph's rise to
the title, "Honey Capital of the Nation"
can be traced to 1926. In that year Kuhl
Apiaries, run by brothers Dave, AI and
Frank Kuhl east of town, shipped a car
load ofhoney to Council Bluffs. This was
a short crop at 30,000 pounds since a nor
mal harvest netted 60,000 pounds.
Today, our community still boosts the
Honey title with five active apiaries.

The 20's were years ofsuccess by Ran
dolph High's athletic teams. Several bas
ketball teams went to the State tourna
ments. By 1926, the school had played 39
football games losing only 15, and out of
83 asketball games they had won 69, all
over a five year period. They also had
won nine track meets out of 16.

Due to the increasing number ofautos,
the railroads were cutting back on service
and upping their prices. In 1926, the Bur
hngton reduced the number ofpassenger
cars to two. The M.&O. filed a petition
WIth the State Commission to take off
Train #50 which was the 7:30 A M train
and combine it with the P M freight train.

However, advances were evident. The
year of 1922 seemed to be the year of
wireless radio receivers for the commu
!Iity with numerous radios being
Installed. Randolph radio fans formed a
club and by 1926 excitement was high.
They were eager to receive a messageTony J. and John Backer unloading oats.

After the war, local farmers were told
"cows must be tested or milk pasteurized
ifthe product is to be sold for human con
sumption as milk or cream". Records
show at that time there were numerous
farm sales with farmers leaving Ran
dolph for other states. Along with these
problems, "money matters were tighten
ing up fast. Community members were
urged to stop speculating". Farmers were
hit hard by feeder cattle prices. They had
to sell at a loss and corn was too costly to
use to fallen callie.

More and more pr\lblems began to
confront Randolph. Robbery and thiev
ery were on the increase. Between 1912
and 1918 Randolph had an average of
three break-ins per year. Then in 1918
the first auto, a 1918 Ford, was stolen off
the streets ofRandolph. In 1920, troubles
of a different sort were arising. A state
agent came to town and rounded up sev
eral men. "He arrested them for distrib
uting illicit booze, crap shooting, and
cards." This appeared to be a sign of the
times. In the mid 1920's reports were fre
quent ofchickens and hogs being stolen,
at almost epidemic proportions. By the
late 1920's and early 1930's even check
forgery was prominent. As times got
harder, crime was on the rise and in 1931
it was necessary to appoint a night watch
man.

Medicine was also in the news. Dr.
G.E. Peters installed the first X-ray
machine in Randolph in 1920. Dr. Ker
ley, a "very dedicated doctor" died and
his funeral was the largest ever held in
Randolph. An outbreak of smallpox
occurred in 1926 but was handled by vac
cine. The flu hit again in 1929 along with
diphtheria.

With the increase in population of
Randolph to 1493 in the 1920 census it
was felt that Randolph needed some
form of recreation. Hence, a swimming
pool was built in 1925, measuring 100
feet by 50 feet, and costing about
$4,500.00. Golf became a popular game
and several different golf courses were
established beginning in 1924 with the
first one located on Dr. Cook's land
northwest of town. By 1929 a course was
permanently set up about one-half mile

The Randolph Methodist Church
began a building campaign in 1912, and
dedicated their new church in March
19 13. On September 13, 1916, this
church was struck by lightning, and the
building was completely destroyed
except for the outer walls. The church
was then rebuilt around the standing
walls, and was rededicated on July 19,
1917.

It was announced in 1916thatthe Car
negie Corporation had appropriated
$6,000.00 to Randolph for the construc
tion ofa library. The town had to supply
the site, furnishings and maintenance.
The library opened on November 21,
1918, with over 1,000 volumes with help
from the public and Randolph Woman's
Club.

The city continued with improve
ments and work on the sewer system and
new disposal plant began in 1918. New
engines were added to the light plant on
a regular basis during these years.

Conservation was encouraged in all
areas oflife and no less so for the United
States Postal Service. "Mail clerks are to
be a thing of the past after June 21, 1917.
Tie pouches and tie sacks will be kicked
offthe train and will be sorted at the local
post office." Mail rates increased 
postage for letters was three cents, only to
be lowered again in 1919 after the war.

A big issue for years was that of"Wom
an's Sufferage". Finally in 1919, women
were given the right to vote in primary
elections for President of the United
States and all county and precinct offices.

Wages increased faster than prices, an
increase of 74% to 112% between 1914
and 1919 thus improving living stan
dards. Farmland was selling for $150.00
an acre in 1917. Taxes nearly doubled
and motor vehicle owners paid vehicle
taxes for the first )ime.

Spring cleaning membership group of Presbyterian Church in 1919. Mrs. 0.0. Reed, Mrs. S.D. Reese, Mrs.
Ostrum, Mrs. Janet Stagernan, Helen Buol Cook, Mrs. Lord, Mr.1.A>rd.

Burned out Methodist Church in 1916.

began discussing the project of paving
the streets in 1919 and engaged an engi
neer for the plans. By 1920 the town
began laying the bricks on the business
streets of the city and the project was
completed that year. Before completion
cement was scarce and bricks were slow

.in delivery and funds ran low. But with
the issuance of city paving bonds the
State Treasury supplied the necessary
money to complete the job.

Beginning in 1916 St. Frances Parish
began plans for a new brick church since
the parish had grown too large for their
old building. The first mass in the new
structure was held on June 6,1918. The
cornerstone was laid by the Bishop on
Labor Day. The building measured 137
feet by 55 feet with a 120 foot bell tower
and could seat 675 people.

Due to the increased demands of the
Congregation the Presbyterian Church
of Randolph decided to build a new
structure in 1906. By December the new
church was complete enough to be used,
and remained the church until it was
closed many years later.

l
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Wintz was chosen as "Miss Randolph" in
a beauty pageant held on the Orpheum
stage. This was followed by a "beauty
pageant" for the young men, and the
judges were instructed that "curves" as
well as facial beauty were to be consid
ered in the judging. J.M. Liewer was
declared the handsomest. The Junior
Fair and Farmers' Picnic drew a crowd of
2000 people, and the usual arrival ofSan
ta Claus saw the delivery of 1000 bags of
candy, nuts and fruit in December.

Everyone was ready for 1937. Howev
er, on January 2, a fierce blizzard hit
blocking the highway and rails. Another
storm followed several days later cutting
off the community. A yeast shortage
occurred at the Havorka Baking Compa
ny because of the blocked transportation
system, and a plane from Sioux City
finally flew over the north edge of town
and dropped a thirty pound package of
yeast. Again appeals were announced for
items of clothing, shoes, warm blankets,
and coal to be distributed to prevent suf
fering.

Because of the continued drifted
roads, neighbors of Mr. and Mrs. Orval
Dowling and the Randolph businessmen
undertook the gigantic task of scooping
the deep snow from a four mile stretch of
road, making it possible for the funeral
for two-year-old Gaylord Dowling to
proceed. Twenty Randolph citizens
engaged in the work ofshoveling on Sun
day, January 24, and fifteen men were
again on hand Monday, January 25.

More snow fell in February and it was

•

The Unsettled Years
Randolph 1936-1960

melting snows caused the M&O railroad
tracks to wash out near Magnet, Sholes,
Carroll and Wayne. Mother Nature sent
another four inches of snow on April I.

These perils were survived and sum
mer came. June was filled with many hot
and dry days, and by the first of July the
continued heat had ruined the small
grain crop. The area then saw clouds of
grasshoppers apear against the sun.
There was little hope for a com crop, and
that hope was destroyed on July 17 when
116 degrees and strong winds hit. By the
end of July Randolph citizens had used
nine million gallons of water in thirty
days and the Randolph ice plant had
made 180 tons of ice for the month.

Finally, on September 14, the area
received 2.25 inches of rain. It was too
late and the farmers, beside receiving no
crops, were faced with severe feed short
ages for the coming winter. The depres
sion continued.

The people found ways to momentari
ly put these hardships aside. Miss Bernie
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Partially completed construction of the Randolph City Auditorium.

The beginning of the last half of our
community's history found it still in the
clutches of the Great Depression, but the
new year was celebrated with great hope
for better times.

This hope was reflected in the early
announcement by the Work Projects
Administration (WPA), that the long
awaited Randolph Community Audito
rium had been approved by President
Roosevelt. The new plan for the facility
provided for a forty-five percent WPA
grant and a vote of the people. However,
the community voted against the project.
The project was again put to the vote of
people in 1938; it carried and work was
begun that year under the WPA. In the
summer of 1939 construction stopped
because funds had been exhausted. Not
until April of 1941 did work begin again
with a crew of seventeen men and was
finished at a cost of $35,000.00. On
November 7th, the auditorium was for
mally dedicated with a dance attended'by
five hundred people.

landed in Shanghai to assist in protecting
the international area. "The situation
remains serious." Peace was not to be.
War raged between Italy and Ethiopia in
1935. However, local concern was not
great at that time.

Despite the hard times, the Randolph
community never lost their faith in their
God and their love of life. There were
many happy times for these hard working
and devout people. They enjoyed danc
ing, basket socials, and various sports,
and the talking screen, when it came into
the Orpheum Theatre in 1930. In 1920
"The Randolph Waltz" was published by
Ha2el Montgomery ofCarroll, Nebraska.
Bits of humor were not lacking either. It
seems that one resident received four
young 15-inch alligators from Florida.
They were put in a galvanized tub, but
got out. The paper announced that
"women shouldn't be scared of the little
fellows as they were harmless and just
lost",

Early horse drawn equipment

counties were assured carloads of grain
from the Federal Government. Nebraska
farmers were to receive emergency
funds, hoping for a business recovery.
Women joined classes to seek ways and
means to grow gardens for survival.
Farmers were urged to plant seedling
wood lots and wind breaks.

Market prices continued to fall, and 30
pound hogs sold for 25 cents each at
Yankton in 1934. By fall, colder weather
made the situation more and more seri
ous. A truck load of free freshly killed
beef was distributed. Surplus pigs were
slaughtered at the Randolph Relief Pork
Storage Point. The American Legion put
into effect a very worthy program in 1935
- that ofgiving milk to undernourished
children and those whose children did
not secure enough milk at home.

By 1932, only a few short. years after
the great war, news was comlOg 10 agaln
that Japan refused to accept the plans for
peace and the American Marines had

Present home of Mr. and Mrs, Joedy Sellon in south
Randolph.

All this only added to the frustration of
the local people. Low com prices created
more dissatisfaction and hog cholera was
bad. In 1926, a serum came out to help
farmers combat this dreaded animal dis
ease. Tractors came on the scene, and in
1925, a tractor school was held with an
expert from the factory teaching area
men about the machines.

Farmers saw disaster coming through,
and by 1931, Nebraska's leading crops
were valued at 57.7% of 1930 prices, and
only 43% of 1929 prices. The lowest val
ues since 1910, occurred. Carloads of
grain had to be shipped in for farmers to
feed their livestock.

News from New York City was
depressing. Unemployment was on the
rise and business was in a sorry state.
Locally the teachers took salary cuts and
the Lions Club formed a committee to
give relief to the needy persons of the
area. In early 1933, the general relieffund
headquarters in Randolph received a
good stock ofclothing, etc., as well as 100
pound bags of flour.

Randolph was left with one operating
bank, and cattle and hog prices in 1933
were halfof what theywere in 1928. Fif
teen unemployed went to work in Ran
dolph under the PWA project.

By early 1934, thirteen Nebraska

The weather was to dash the hopes for
a better year in 1936. It began with many
days below zero and huge amounts of
snow which brought much suffering.
Appeals were made for warm clothing for
school children and in February a coal
famine panic hit Randolph only to be fol
lowed by the worst blizzard in years.
There were twenty-seven days below zero
and coal was handed out in small lots.
The schools had to close because they
didn't have enough coal for heat.

In March warm weather finally came
causing another problem, floods, The The old Randolph swimming pool built in the 1920's

cold with strong winds. But spring
brought renewed hope even though a
number of vicinity farms north of town
were without tenants because of the
inability to finance seed and other oper
ating costs. As spring progressed and
summer arrived it apeared that the cycle
of drought had been broken.

The adversities of the weather on the
community had not yet ceased. On June
18, 1937, the most devastating cyclone to
hit the Randolph area struck northwest
of Randolph. It began at the William
Monson farm and continued southeast-
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Lions Club was disbanded because of
lack of interest and the Randolph Com
munity Club was formed in its place. A
large delegation of Randolph business
men met in the basement of Kessler's
Cafe on November 19, 1940, to form the
organization. The first officers were Wm.
Eike, president; Joe Rogers, vice presi
dent and J.F. Atwood, secretary
treasurer. This group is active today and
sponsors various annual civic actvities
such as the Junior Fair, Pancake Day and
Santa Claus day.

The Junior Fair was held for the tenth
straight year in August of 1941, and was
called one of the most successful. The
grand champion baby beefwas exhibited
by Marvin Storm of Laurel and the
reserve champion by Dick Munter. For
ty-eight baby beeves, one hundred thirty

Lynette Witte and Dallas Graham showing animals at the Randolph Community Club Fair in the 1960's.

Barker was the winner of the junior divi
sion with Jack Claybaugh as runner-up.
These winners attended the four county
Marble Tournament at Hartington. Matt
Kuhl placed second in the senior division
and Jack Claybaugh placed fourth in the
junior division at the county meet.

Signs of impending war were evident.
In July a new defense tax went into effect
on such items as cigarettes, liquor, toilet
preparations, automobiles, refrigerators,
matches, electrical energy, gasoline and
lubricating oil to name a few. President
Roosevelt announced that a compulsory
government service for all young Ameri
can men would be proposed and a
nation-wide registration of aliens was
conducted from August to December of
1940.

The community moved ahead. The

Third and fourth grade classes at Randolph Public School for the term of 194().41

/
School District No. SO in 1937

1938 it was dismantled, in sections, by
William Munter and reconstructed on
U.S. 20 just west of the county line. This
continued an era of many great dances
and dance bands at the Ballroom includ
ing the nationally known Six Fat Dutch
man and the locally popular Paul Moore
head Band. It was renamed the "West
Randolph Ballroom."

The Forty's arrived with the commun
ty well aware of the threat ofwar, but the
people continued in their daily work.

The new Randolph Creamery, owned
and operated by Harold Sherwood,
announced in January of 1940 that it had
produced 5,220 pounds of butter. This
business continued under various owner
ships in the community until the late
1970's when it was closed. It employed
several people and in 1970 produced
1,875,904 pounds ofbutter.

"A large time was had by all" was the
report of those who attended the Hard
Time skating party held at the West Ran
dolph Ballroom on February 29, 1940.
Skaters appeared in a wide variety of
"hard time" costumes, including
patched pants, ripped sweaters, and old
hats. Verlin Adams and Art leClair act
ed as skate cops and were kept busy the
entire evening imposing fines on differ
ent persons who they considered as "not
keeping with the hard time idea." Girls
wearinll lipstick and jewelry and boys
appeanng in clothes "too good looking"
for a hard time costume, were nabbed by
the cops and sent offthe floor, where they
appeared in Skate Court before e.M.
Schager and Glen Starkey, who acted as
judges.

Another interesting event that year
involved twenty-five school children
gathered at the local ball park in April for
the Randolph Marble Tournament spon
sored by the local Lions Club. Matt KuhI
was the winner of the senior division
with Paul Dittman as runner-up. Clifford

he then voluntarily resigned. The next
day the strike ended with a demonstra-

:./ tion at school and the pupils going back
../ to the building where they staged a sit-

down strike refusing to go to their classes.
• ·Il t I The affair ended when Mr. Evans per-

:;,.,~ J suaded the students to resume their nor-
.• ,- mal school activities.

~ :~.,~

Perhaps thjs unheard-of rebellion
; among our youth was just a sign ofchang

ing times. Randolph's first air mail pick
up was to be made on May 18, 1938 at
12:02 on the Carl Thaden pasture just
east of town. Postmaster leClair
received the new two color ajr-mail
stamps printed especially for ail mail
week. But fog caused much delay in the

• air mail pick up. F.e. Blakeman of Nor
folk, flyer on the route. was forced to land
his plane in the George Breding pasture
two-and-one-half miles west of town.
That wasafterthree o'clock. In the mean
time Postmaster leClair and Mail Mes-
senger Mike Hosch waited with the mail
pouch two miles east of town. Blakeman
walked to the John Meyer home but
failed to get a phone call through to the
Postmaster. He then flagged a passing
truck who took the message to the Post
master. They quickly brought the mail
west to the waiting plane. Blakeman took
offat 3:55 on his way to Omaha.

Another innovation was "Rooster
Day", an event that survived for several
years in the community. Roosters them
selves proclaimed the day on June 4,
1938, with about 500 roosters brought to
town, some from as far away as 125
miles. Jake Backer brought the largest
number of roosters at twenty-nine, Bill
Lewis had the heaviest at nine pounds,
and J.H. Ostrander was awarded $2.50
on his six year rooster that had a spur of
four and a half inches. Caroline Schrad's
estimate of how many kernels of com a
hungry rooster would eat in four minutes
was exactly correct at 310 kernels. The
FFA boys were in charge of the affair.

The farming community saw another
sign ofprogress arrive with the first com
bines being used for harvest in this area
that season. It was generally agreed that
in fields where grain was uneven in ripen
ing, the combine should not be used, but
in evenly ripened fields the combine was
a wonderful time and labor saver which
really got the grain.

Farm families also saw the construc
tion of rural electric lines by the Cedar
Knox REA project completed. They were
instructed in meter reading and read
their own meters in most districts.

Another change involved the Ran
dolph Legion Pavilion. This facility had
been built fifteen years before by the
American Legion Post and was located
on the site of the present baseball dia
mond in the Veteran's Park. It had host
ed the Lawrence Welk Band in 1936 and
many other dances and functions. In

,
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West Randolph Ballroom

~\ '

A threshing crew in the summer of 1949 to which
Tony J. Backer belonged.

meet in Norfolk in 1938. They were
Duane Van Auker, weight 112; Duane
Dion, 112; Darrel Heiderman, 112; Bert
Reed, 118; Don Dion, 127; and Law
rence Fox, 175. Duane Van Auker,
Duane Dion, and Darrel Heiderman won
their elimination bouts.

Four thousand baby chicks were
hatched at the Randolph Hatchery in the
spring' of 1938. The resulting cluckjng
caught on. On March 15 Randolph wit
nessed about one hundred thirty Ran
dolph High students with a few band
instruments march down town yelling
"WE want Evans" and carrying banners.
A student strike at school followed. It was
all about the action of the school board
who attempted to disqualify Coach Dal
las Evans from his position, from which

Main Street looking north in 1937

erly to the William Rolfs farm where.
every building was destroyed. All of the
buildings on the Elmer Peterson farm
were swept away and a sled runner was
driven firmly into a tree. The fine resi
dence on the Jack (Ernest) Strathman
farm was completely gone and only one
cattle shed was left standing. A hom was
tom from the head ofa bull on the Henry
E. Korth farm, and an auto missing from
the Fred Kraemeier farm was later found

. in the Strathman grove a half mile away.
Amazingly, no human life was lost.

The rest of that summer saw less heat
and better crops even though the grass
hoppers were back in force.

In the fall Harold Korth, 20, son ofMr.
and Mrs. P.H. Korth, husked 20.1 bush
els ofcom to win the 1937 Cedar County
husking contest. Harold then became the
runner-up in the State Huskjng Contest
and went on to the National Contest at
Marshall, Missouri, where he placed
ninth. He continued in competition for
several years winning more contests.
Nearly fifty years later, in 1983, he won
runner-up honors in the National Com
Husking Contest in Sandborn, Minneso
ta, where he picked 487 pounds ofcom in
thirty minutes and was timed pickjng
twenty-four to forty-nine ears a minute.

The Depression was still here but prog
ress was being made. A WPA project in
Randolph in 1937 employed fifteen men
constructing cement culverts for use on
the permanent roads of Cedar County.

Exhibition boxing was popular during
these years and drew large crowds. There
were intramural matches between the
Randolph high school's boys and other
schools which were usually held at the
Legion Pavillion. Golden Gloves Tour
naments were also held annually. Six
Randolph boys competed in the elimina
tion round of the fifth Golden Gloves
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destruction and hardship. More snow
came after the New Year and business
men formed a brigade to clean snow from
the streets. An M&O locomotive was
derailed due to the snow at the Hiway

tractors. Fifteen inches with forty mile
per hour wind had hit leaving a wake of

The winter of 1948 and 1949 brought
weather back to the center stage ofatten
tion. It began with a blizzard in mid
November which isolated the town.
Farmers traveled to town by horses and

i

Rotary snow plow clearing the RR track in the winter of 1948-49

began to return home. Life began to
return to normal with the community'S
concerns for the weather conditions and
markets coming to the forefront even
though sugar was rationed until June of
1947.

A long-time tradition in the communi
ty came to an end in the summer of 1947
with the closing of the local stores on
Wednesday evenings. They remained
open on Saturday nights. Rotary snow plow opening the railroad line in 1949.

"4111""~ ,....

Pictured in Sherwood's Meat Market in abo;t 1940: Vernon Viergutz, Harold SheN'ood, Pete Christensen
(who drove the meat truck), Steve Beltz, Le Roy Beltz, and Alfred Schaeufele.

townspeople who had gone to the grain
fields many nights. The crews included
business men, boys, and some women.

Randolph remembered her service
men overseas with Yuletide gifts in Octo
ber. No Randolph boys were forgotten
and the delivery of a little Nebraska
Christmas was in store for local boys in
Europe, North Africa, Australia, New
Guinea, Southwest Pacific, Alaska, and
India. Sixty-six cartons ofcigarettes were
also sent along by the Community Club.

The War continued to be ever present
in the life of the community in 1944 and
1945. Five brothers, the sons of Henry
Broer, Sr. of Randolph were serving in
the United States Army. They were Sgt.
Alfred Broer, Cpl. Richard Broer, Pfc.
Edward Broer, Pfc. Martin Broer, and
Staff Sergeant Bill Broer. 1944 saw the
death of Pfc. Alvin J. Kessler, the first
man from Randolph to die on foreign soil
during the war, and the report that S/Sgt.
Frank C. Graham was a German prison
er ofWar. Reports ofwounded boys and
the award of medals to the community's
sons reached home constantly. The news
ofD-Day on June 6, brought concerns for
the safety ofthe Randolph men involved.
By the end of 1944 the town had lost a
total ofeight men to the war. May 8, 1945
brought V.E. Day, the end of the war in
Europe, and August 14, 1945, the surren
der of Japan. No war, either before or to
this day, had so affected the life of this
community. We found that sadly it was
not the "war to end all wars" with the
Korean Conflict and Vietnam Wars
which later left their scars on the commu
nity.
But peace had arrived and the men

two schools were closed due to the emer
gency of a labor shortage, allowing the
students to pick com and assist with oth
er work at home. A nine state blackout
was ordered for the area for December
14, between 10:00 p.m. and 10:20 p.m.
The war had touched the lives ofall in the
community.

It was in 1942 that the building of the
new St. John's Lutheran church began.
Workmen tore down the church school
and the new church was built on the site.
Services for the congregation during con
struction were held in the Sons of Her
man Hall. The new church was dedicated
the next summer.

The community received word ever
more frequently In 1943 of the heroic
deeds and calamities of its men on the
war fronts. Captain Wm. P. Dwyer was
decorated the second time on January 12
when he was one offour hundred eighty
five flying officers awarded the air med
al. He had received the Distinguished
Flying Cross on January 4 which signi
fied that he had more than two hundred
hours of operational duty. Aviation
Cadet Thomas J. Abts was killed July 9 in
a crash of his twin-engined advanced
trainer plane near Altus, Oklahoma, and
was the first Randolph casualty of the
War. Petty Officer Eugene Kaiser, veter
an offourteen major sea battles, escaped
unharmed as a survivor ofthe sinkings of
the USS Benham and USS Helena. Avia
tion Cadet Earl C. Holmes was killed
October 6, when his twin engine
advanced training plane crashed at the
base at Blytheville, Arkansas. S/Sgt. Rob
ert Otterpohl was awarded the Silver Star
for gallantry in action, and later the Dis
tinguished Flying Cross, as a rear gunner
in a heavy bomber based in the South
Pacific. This was just the beginning of
many more messages, too many to repeat
here, to come home before the War was
over.

Changes, however, continued to occur
on main street. By 1943 McLean's Cash
Store had quit after twenty-eight years of
business conducted by W.M. McLean
and his sister Miss Margaret McLean.
The Randolph Shoppe, a millinery and
ladies ready-to-wear store operated by
Miss Lottie Ostrander, closed after thir
teen years of operation. A.A. Ulm, Ran
dolph theater operator for thirty-one
years, sold the Rand Theater to Leonard
J. Leise.

The return of prosperity to farms in
this community was reflected in the big
gest boom ofbuilding ofbrooder houses,
hog houses, granaries, and larger farm
buildings that had been seen since 1929.
Hand in hand with the bumper crops and
increased livestock raising of 1941 and
1942 the world was crying for more and
more food in 1943. A threatened short
age of labor in the harvest fields around
Randolph was forestalled by crews of

tubes, twenty-one truck and bus tires,
and eighteen truck and bus tubes, for dis
tribution during the month of January.
A.E. LeClair, county chairman of the
allocation board, pointed out that the
only ones in Randolph eligible would be
physicians, mail carriers, ambulance
owners, those in charge of fire-fighting
equipment, truck operators operating
exclusively to haul material to markets,
and fuel carriers.

The Cedar County Sheriffs office was
to immediately collect radio transmit
ters, shortwave receiving sets, and cam
eras from Japanese, German and Italian
aliens residing in the County. This order
was given by the United States Depart
ment of Justice.

Many war time projects were begun.
The Red Cross began Intensive work by
local women knitting, cutting and sewing
various items, including surgical dress
ings to be used in the war effort. Waste
paper was collected by children as part of
Uncle Sam's conservation program. The
national garden program was proclaimed
in February and called "Victory Home
and Garden Enrollment Week". Drives
for the sale of War Bonds were held peri
odically, and the citizens settled into the
reality of rationing sugar, coffee, shoes,
and gasoline. Travel restrictions were
also imposed. Minting of the traditional
copper penny was discontinued and the
zinc-coated steel was substituted.
Between October 23 and November 9 the

William Dwyer (fourth from the left) and his 42nd Bombardment Squadron crew ofB-52 stationed in North
Africa.

pigs, and thirty colts made up the largest
divisions of the stock show. In the after
noon and evening free acts were pres
ented on stage in front of the grandstand.
Another highlight of the day was the ball
game between Pierce and Randolph. In
the evening a good crowd attended the
dance at the West Randolph Ballroom
when Hank Winder and his orchestra
played. The Junior Fair has continued to
1986 and is a major part ofthe Centenni
al Celebration. In 1985 it was a three day
event with a stock show, antique tractor
pull, crafts show, carnival, softball and
horseshoe tournaments, square dancing,
and community barbeque.

The year 1941 brought the Philco air
conditioning unit to the Cottage Beauty
Shop operated by Mrs. Drea Chapman.
This was the first air conditioning unit of
this type to be installed in a Randolph
residence.

But 1941 was remembered most in the
community for the December 7 attack on
Pearl Harbor and the resulting declara
tions of war both in the Pacific and in
Europe. The war dominated the life of
the Randolph community for the next
several years. Even before the end of
1941 the government restrictions on the
sale of items made of rubber caught the
attention of the Randolph citizens espe
cially the banning of the sale of tires.

In January of 1942 Cedar County was
allocated thirteen passenger cars, motor
cycle, and light truck tires and eleven
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City ball park with covered grandstand

Old stand pipe

Pancake Day cro""d in the 1960's

the polio vaccine trials and in procuring
increased supplies of gamma glabulin to
fight the disease. Vernon Viergutz was
the local fund drive chairman that year
and eventually the efforts of all the vol
unteers paid off with the successful
development of the various polio vac
cines.

A Randolph tradition was begun in
1954. At 12:30 P.M. on Saturday after
noon in October the gala arrival of Aunt
Jemima was heralded and the first Pan
cake Day began. Smiling and attired in
her famous cap and apron, and red
checkered dress, she arrived aboard Ran
dolph's red fire truck with siren wailing.
Out ahead of the entourage was the Ran
dolph High band and corps of baton
twirlers furnishing lively music. More
than two thousand five hundred people
were served steaming hot cakes with
melted butter and syrup or honey and
country style sausage. Aunt Jemima
worked right beside the men in the kitch
en and on several occasions she went out
to the tables and mingled with the people.
That evening the WNAX Missouri Vat:
ley Barn Dance troupe with twenty enter
tainers provided a stage show followed
by a dance.

Another milestone was recorded in
October of 1955. Frank S. Stegge noted
his fifty years as a banker in Randolph
beginmng his duties as assistant cashier
of the old First National Bank and con
cluding as president of the First State
Bank. In those years he saw the introduc
tion of electricity and the adding
machine.

Water was the focus of 1957. The Gav
ins Point dam on the Missouri River at
Yankton was almost complete after sev
eral years of construction. This facility
was to provide the community with good
access to additional water sports. The
City Council also took bids for the con
struction of a new 200,000 gallon over
head water storage tank. The bid was giv
en to Chicago Bridge and Iron Co. for
$46,498.00 with work to be complete in
1958. By the summerofl958 it was com
plete and the old "tin silo" or standpipe
was pulled down. The old standpipe had
been built just after the tum of the centu
ry.

An era begun before the turn ofthe cen
tury came to an end in April of 1958. The
wrecking crews began tearing up the rails
of the Minneapolis and Omaha Railroad
from Wayne to Randolph. Since the sum
mer of 1956, the M & 0 depot had been
closed and the local operation consoli
dated with the Burlington depot. In
1953, floods had washed out a selection
of the track between Sholes and Wayne,
and it was never rebuilt. In 1954 an L was
built north of town to connect the Bur
lington with the M & 0 tracks going
North out of Randolph. The Depot had
been built in about 1918 and considered

to help fund the Randolph Junior Legion
ball team.

Anyone who has been a part of the
Randolph Community can testify to the
many accomplishments which were the
result ofcommunitl wide cooperation. A
fine example 0 that cooperation
occurred in the construction of the com
bination tennis court and skating rink at
the city park in 1953. The City agreed to
provide the materials, James Krieger
agreed to direct the work crews, and the
labor was all volunteer. The work was
done in various stages by both town and
country people. On June 25, a Thursday,
the business houses closed from I to 5
P.M. for the purpose of delivering a
"Sunday Punch" to the project. On that
day cement mixers, wheel barrows and
shovels had been gathered as well as busi
nessmen and local farmers. The "blitz"
was termed a grand success with many
volunteers taking part to nearly complete
the project. The young people in the com
munity enjoyed its use that summer for
tennis and it was flooded that winter for
ice skating.

Not such a success was the two years of
work put into an invention in an ultra
sonic dry cleaning process by Gale Bleas
dale and Dr. G.E. Peters. During the
summer of 1953 many dry cleaners, engi
neers and manufacturers came to Ran
dolph to observe the process. It was
acknowledged that many problems
remained to be worked out, however,
they never were.

Polio was a disease that had the atten
tion ofeveryone during the 1950's. There
were annual fund raising drives locally
and on a national level to provide funds

to both treat the illness and find a cure for
it. Many events were scheduled each year
to draw funds for the March ofDimes. In
1954 the National Foundation for Infan
tile Paralysis announced a financial crisis
and called for an Emergency March of
Dimes. The problem was brought about
by the large expenditure in conducting

Nordhues was named 4-H Champion in
Soil Conservation and won an all
expense paid trip to Chicago. Elmer
Huwaldt was one offorty-one farmers in
a four state area cited for making the
most progress in soil conservation for
1951. The Tri-County Use But Save ban
quet was held at the city auditorium on
October 10, 1951, with four hundred per
sons attending. Governor Val Peterson
gave an address praising soil conserva
tion.

The healing arts also saw an influx of
new blood into the community. In the
spring of 1951 Dr. Leland J. Peebles
joined his father, Dr. L.T. Peebles, in the
practice of dentistry; Dr. R.E. Rodgers
joined Dr. J .0. Black in June in the prac
tice of veterinary medicine; and Dr. H.J.
Billerbeck set up his practice ofmedicine
in July of 1952.

Kansas-Nebraska Gas Company
announced in the spring of1953 that they
planned to lay gas pipe lines to the com
munity by November. The residents
could expect service by that date. In July
about one hundred men arrived in town
to establish our community as headquar
ters for the installation ofthe pipe lines in
this and surrounding communities. The
Jensen Trailer Court in west Randolph
was turned into a small village with all
the workers' trailers. On October 6 a
flare-lighting ceremony was held at the
intersection of Broadway and Main
marking the official arrival ofnatural gas
service. Dr. L.T. Peebles, serving as mas
ter ofceremonies, introduced the general
sales manager of Kansas-Nebraska and
the Randolph High Band played several
selections.

An event which had become an annual
affair was repeated that summer. The
softball game between the "City Slick
ers" and the "Farmers" was held June 5.
It was dubbed the "Summer Classic."
Harold Paulson directed the "Farmers"
and Dallas Phillips organized the "City
Slickers." The proceeds ofthe game went

#20 crossing in Randolph. Rail traffic
was at a standstill and communications
to the town were cut off. Rotary snow
plows attached to engines made slow
progress opening the railroad and creat
ing deep canyons of snow. Crowds of
people went out to the tracks to watch the
geysers of snow created by the powerful
machines. Flash floods followed that
spring inundating part of the residential
areas of town.

The local meat market advertised pork
steak at fifty cents a pound, bacon at for
ty-five cents a pound and weiners at forty
cents a pound in 1949. The corn loan rate
for Cedar County was set at $1. 31 per
bushel and a "medium grade farm" was
advertised for sale at $85.00 per acre.
You could dance to the music of Cliff
Kyes at the West Rand,?lllh Ballroom for
eighty-three cents admISSIOn.

The Korean Conflict brought the
memory of war and the concern for the
safety of its men back to the commumty
in 1950. The news of the first casualty
reached home in 1951 with the news of
the death of Master Sergeant Charles R.
Sohler, the son of Frank and Esther
Sohler.

M.M. Glasscock Store

M.M. Glasscock ushered into the com
munity the greatest revolution since the
car, the community's first television set.
The sixteen inch set was installed in his
shop about February I, 1951.

The car was not forgotten and the com
munity began plans for its first major
concrete paving project in April of 1951.
By the end ofMay 1952 twenty blocks of
concrete paving had been laid at a cost of
$153,000.00.

A longtime land mark in the area was
destroyed by fire on August 10, 1951.
The Wareham elevator was completely
destroyed along with seven thousand
bushels of corn and oats. The structure
had been built forty-six years before by
the Atlas Elevator Company, later oper
ated by CJ. Ronan, and finally by Isidor
Kuhl. The building was leveled in an
hour and a half.

Soil Conservation was a top priority in
the rural areas during these years. Paul
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The community dove head-long into
the last quarter of its first century with a
celebration. And what a party it was! The
Diamond Days Celebration began in
May of 1961 with a kick-ofT dance fol
lowed by other events: a stag party, tea,
home talent play, square dance, and
youth talent night. The final events began
with the Diamond Days Ball at the West
Randolph Ballroom on Sunday, July 2.
The Paul Moorhead Band played to the
delight of about 1,100 people; Elmer
Munter was crowned King and Angie
Dowling was crowned Queen of the fes
tivities. July Fourth saw the conclUSIOn
of the celebration with a parade draWing
10 000 people and an evening show and
fir~worksdisplay drawing 6,000 to 7,000
people. The headline was "It Was a Won
derful Celebration!" and the Times edi
tor noted "The 75th anniversary ofRan
dolph wa~ undoubte<1ly a filling time that
the people of the community should dis
play such a fine commumty spmt and
willingness to work together for a com
mon cause. If, as a result of the celebra
tion we have all learned a lesson In good,

Forward Progress

Randolph History 1961-1985

Diamond Dolls ready for the Diamond Days Jubil~ (75th anniversary of Randolph). Roma Reimers, Helen
O'Brien, Nadine Leiting, Grace Gibson, Fern Meier, [rene Alderson

tained by the Cornhusker Cafe and Bak
ery, the Roxy Theater, and Miller's Gro
cery store, including the apartments
above the firms. Within four hours fire
raged through the three brick buildings
apparently starting in the rear of the cafe
building. Firemen from five nearby
towns joined to fight the blaze. The fol
lowing week volunteers from town and
country, totalling two hundred men,
equipped with tractor and loaders,
staged "Operation Clean Up". By Sep
tember plans were underway to rebuild
the buildings; the cafe was the first to
"rise from the ashes" and reopen in
November.
. A history of our area includes many
Instances ofcooperation between its resi
dents, all ofwhich can not be listed here.
One example has been the various "bees"
held in the rural area when adversity has
struck its residents. Perhaps this custom
began with the old barn raising parties.
An example ofsuch an event occurred in
October of 1960 when Eugene F. Gub
bels, a young farmer, lost part ofhis right
arm in a silage culler accident. Neighbor
Ing farmers gathered together with their
equipment to finish his harvest on a des
ignated day with the ladies providing
mounds of food for the workers. Today
we not only see planting bees, plowing
bees, and other work activities hut we
find the whole community coming
together on occasions to raise funds for
those struck with some misfortune.

Fire was still a threat. On May 3, 1959,
the largest fire in the town's history swept
three buildings at a loss of over
$125,000.00. Complete losses were sus-

Street scene during the fire in downtown Randolph in 1959

Aerial view oCtire in Downtown Randolph, 1959

one of the best on the branch line. The
introduction of cars and trucks, and
paved highways, were blamed for the
demise of the rail system.
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Cornpicking Bee at the (arm oeMr. and Mrs. Eugene F. Gubbels in 1960 DIa80Dd Days beards were in evidence for the 75th anniversary. Pictured are, BA~K: Frank Herman. Ervin
HueIMrs' and Roger Buchanan. FRONT: Man'in Weyhrich, Sam Reed and Hllar)' Hosch.

Dr. B.F. and Mary Gleason
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its "Win-A-Car" promotion. A 1970
Ford Maverick along with other mer
chandise totaling $4,500.00 was gjven
away in drawings from July through
October.

The year 1970 brought the death of
three long-time members of the health
care professions in Randolph. Dr. L.T.
Peeblesdied in January; he had been a
dentist in Randolph from 1925 up to his
retuementinabout 1967 and had served
on the City Council. Dr. a.E. Peters died
December 4th. Dr. G.E. Hartman also
passed away that year and had engaged in
the practIce ofdentistry from 1897 until
hiS retIrement in 1947. During Dr. Hart
man's years in Randolph he was mayor,
city treasurer, member of the school
board, and a member of the library
board.

"Number please" was gone replaced
by the dial tone. In October'I971 the
Randolph phone system was switched
over to dial. This meant the transfer of
the local phone operators to the Norfolk
office, including Arlene Schutt who had
been an operator here for about twenty
four years.

The Randolph Cards basketball team
ended its regular season with a 15-0
record in 1972. They went on to capture
the district tournament and played at
State lOSing to Waverly. Not until 1978
did the Cards return to State losing to
Lyons at the Devaney Sports Center.
Their record that year was 22-1. The girls
became involved in basketball as well
forming the Cardettes. In 1981 they wo~
the Class C State Girls Basketball Cham
pionship with Dan List as their coach.

Dr: G.E. "!lrtman dental office above the First National Bank, about 1920 (Picture from Nebraska Stale His
tOrical Society)

This consolidation continues today.
But the community continued to look

ahead. A new John Deere Implement
store was built that year by Rokahr
Implement and a new sanitary sewer sys
tem was planned by the City. In early
1969 three new paving districts were cre
ated and the voters of Randolph
approved a $39,000.00 bond issue for
park improvement to include a new
swimming pool.

This progress was quickly forgotten by
January 1970 with the announcement by
St. Frances Parish of its intent to close
both its grade and high school in the
spring. The parish had voted 321 to 92 to
close the facility of more than 300 stu
dents because of a decrease in the num
ber of nuns as well as a lack of finances.
The community responded by passing a
$695,000.00 bond issue in March to
authorize the Randolph School District
to buy the St. Frances facility and add a
lunch room and physical education area
to it. The vote was 666 in favor and 178
opposed. That fall a consolidated school
was opened with West and East campus
es serving a record 850 students. It was
agreed that the area community had suc
cessfully faced this crisis with a spirit of
cooperation by all involved.

The St. Frances basketball team was
determined to close its final season with
a bang. It did so by winning the Class D
District championship and losing the
regional game in the last seconds of that
contest.

There was added excitement in town
that summer with the Randolph Com
munity Club's biggest promotion to date,E.rIJ., ..... of Fin. Presbyterian Church

Railroad tracks being remo\'ed from M. &. O. Line in
1967.

liquor by the drink. The vote held in
April 1966 was 221 for and 115 against.

The tragic reality of the Vietnam war
was brought home with the news of the
death of Pfc. Robert Nelson, son of Mr.
and Mrs. Warren Nelson, in August
1967. Before the war was over the com
munity had also lost Stanley Gubbels,
James Moser, and Larry Robinson in the
conflict.

The new Osmond General Hospital
was dedicated on January 15, 1967, and
a week later an open house was held to
pay tribute to Dr. G.E. Peters of Ran
dolph. He had been a physician for 56
years, 48 ofwhich were in Randolph. He
also had been active in community
affairs. Due to his efforts highway U.S.
20 was routed through Randolph. He
also sesrved as mayor for several years.

The continued decline of the impor
tance of the railroads to the community
was evident. The Chicago, St. Paul, Min
neapolis & Omaha north-south tracks
had been abandoned for several years
and the depot was torn down in Septem
ber of 1967. The abandonment of the
Burlington station was begun in 1968.

Another long-standing institution in
Randolph came to a close in 1968. The
final service was held on Sunday, March
28, at the Presbyterian Church. This was
only one of the signs of the continuing
consohdatlon of the farm community
into larger units meaning fewer people.

,

,

ton to be called "Devils Nest." The proj
ect failed several years later.

Heralded as one of the greatest
improvements to the community, a proj
ect to widen the downtown streets and
install new street lights was begun and
completed in 1963. It was undertaken
with the combined efforts ofthe City and
local businessmen.

The two Randolph school systems saw
their greatest expansion programs since
the early years of this century. In 1964
Randolph Public School built an addi
tion south ofthe old school which includ
ed a lunch room, gym and stage, and
classrooms for the grades K through 6.
Plans were announced that same year for
the construction of a new St. Frances
grade and high school with the old build
ing to be demolished. The St. Frances
building was completed in the fall of
1966 at a cost of$322,269.00.

Plans for major construction contin
ued in the community in December 1965
with the announcement to build a 60 bed
nursing home at a cost of about
$350,000.00, in a joint effort of local
investors and Colonial Manor Corp, Inc.
The facility held its open house in March
of 1968 with 3,000 visitors who heard the
singing of Joe Feeney of the Lawrence
Welk Band. The first resident that month
was Marie Lienemann; Roger Johnson
was named its first administrator. By
December the facility had thirty resi
dents.

Consolidation of school districts was
active now and the Belden District voted
to join Randolph in March of 1966. One
year later the Randolph District had a
combined valuation of over six million
dollars. Combined enrollment in the
Randolph schools stood at 879 in 1967.

Consolidation ofschool districts could
create emotional discussions, but Ran
dolph tackled one just as emotional:

Nursing Home Groundbreaking Ceremony August 10, 1967

Construction unde~'a}' at Colonial Manor

Cast ora pia)' at Randolph High School during the 1960·s.

fellowship, then for this reason alone the
many thousands of hours of work put
forth by all, in behalf of the anniversary
observance, will have been well worth
while."

The life of the community returned to
normal. In 1962 "Sabin Saturday"
brought to an end the ever-present threat
of polio. Drs. H.J. Billerbeck and G.E.
Peters were in charge of the committee
set up to administer the Sabin oral vac
cine to the community on three different
Sundays. It was given to everyone age
three months and older. Many people
took advantage of the clinics.

Another medical milestone was noted
with the death of Dr. B.F. Gleason who
died in August of 1962. He had served
the Randolph community as a physician
for 38 years before his retirement.

The new Randolph Post Office on
Main Street was dedicated in June 1962
with Marvin Weber its first Postmaster.

He held that post until 1984. The new
building made way for the eventual con
struction of the new First State Bank on
the' corner of Broadway and Main in
1967, part of the site being the former
location of the Post Office.

In 1962 Randolph residents could
attend a show at the Roxy Theatre, $1.00
for adults and 35 cents for children; or
they could buy a dozen donuts at the
Dairy Dream for 50 cents. Interest on a
time certificate at the First State Bank
was drawing 4%; farmers were getting
$17.00 for hogs, $25.00 for cattle. and 20
cents a dozen for eggs. At the end of the
year postage rates for letters went from
04 cents to 05 cents and postcards from
03 cents to 04 cents.

It was in 1962 that the community was
excited by the announcement of a ten
million dollar project northwest of Crof-
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Long-time Randolph blacksmith, Louie Broer as he works at the anvil.

hard work, and cooperation that our
forefathers exhibited. We will leave it to
the next generation of Randolph histori
ans to judge how successful we are.

Joe Huwaldl with computer prize he won at At-Sar
Ben in 1985.

ing part in community activities. At the
end of its first year it received three
major awards for the Northeast Nebras
ka area, namely: Outstanding Senior Cit
Izens Center; Community Service
Award; and Intergenerational Award.

The town knew that it was in step with
the times when it was announced that,
Joe Huwaldt, a great-grandson ofAugust
Huwaldt, had won the championship in
the. Ak-Sar-Ben Micro-Computer
NatIOnal Exposition in Omaha in Sep
tember of 1985. Four hundred fifty 4-H
members from across the nation took
part in the computer programming com
petllIOn.

In closing the first hundred year histo
ry of Randolph, we realize that we are
experiencing . the worst agricultural
depression since the 1930's. It is pro
foundly affecting our rural people as well
as those in town. It is apparent that we
will only survive these difficult times
with the same determination, courage,

The Community has continued to
work together and one of the signs ofthat
has been the establishment of the com
munity choir which held its first Easter
Cantata in 1981. This choir is a combina
tion ofarea singers as well as singers from
all three churches; it has continued with
ItS popular productions which have been
performed in front ofover eight hundred
people for each Cantata.

The Community in 1984 also saw the
concrete results ofworking together. The
Randolph Senior Citizens Center was
organized that spring and by September
held its ribbon cutting ceremony of the
new facility on Broadway Street serving
over 300 members. This was accom
plished by the efforts ofhundreds ofindi
viduals in the community giving of their
time and resources led by Mr. and Mrs.
Gus Marreel. Mr. Marreel was the
group's first president. Today the Center
serves daily meals and prOVIdes various
activities for its members as well as tak-

~ACK ROW: Becky Boling, Theresa Thies, S~elly Lackas, Mary Nannen, Rosanne Tunink, Mar}' Pflanz, Tracy Borst, Debbie Koehler, Melaine Strathman
D~_~Lori~Rn,b~·chele Strathman, Jacqueline Johnson. FRONT: Marcy Kluver, Janet Poppe, Mark Anderson Head Coach Dan Ust, Alex Czeranko R~bin
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The late Seventies saw the dawn of the
popularity ofslow pitch softball. Leagues
were created for men, women, and com
bined men and women leagues. Games
were played on almost every evening dur
ing the summer and in 1980 the City
established a second ball field in the City
park so that two games could be accom
modated at the same time. Golf and
bowling have also remained popular with
each having men's and women's leagues.

The City perceived that the communi
ty was ready for additional changes. It
instigated a survey in 1981 to determine
ifthe citizens would object to discontinu
ing the blowing of the whistle three times
a day. The response was overwhelming in
favor ofkeeping the whistle, and so it still
blows three times a day. The City could
not hold back the advent ofthe computer
age and installed one in 1984. The City
fathers also found that some things never
change. As in the first days of the city's
history, the mayor and council have been
continually faced with the "dog prob
lem" and financial considerations. In
1981 the City did see a change with the
retirement of J.F. Atwood as City Clerk
after serving in that position for forty
four years.

1979 many things have been added. In
that year the Randolph Haven Apart
ments held an open house for the low rent
facility, a beautiful addition to the town.
Patent Electric also built a new store on
Broadway in 1979. In the following
years, Farm and Home expanded, Mar
vins' Time Center was completely reno
vated, a new dentist office opened, the
Dairy Barn came into business, the Mini
Market on U.S. #20 opened, Nordhues
Feed Store began its operation, the Flow
er Basket opened; Kiddie Korner Pre
School began classes; Schwan's Ice
Cream expanded; Day-Light Doughnut
began operations; and New Horizons &
Family Counseling Center was dedicat
ed. This is not a complete list but sImply
an indication ofthe activity and commit
ment that is still part of the Randolph
community.

Some milestones in our history were
touched in these final years. 1979 saw the
sale of Louie Broer's Blacksmith Shop
after more than fifty years in business
here. Dr. James O. Black, a veterinarian
here for nearly fifty years, died in 1979.
The same year saw the death oflong-time
Randolph resident Anna Hosch at the
age of 103. She had moved to a farm
about a mile west of Randolph in 1899.

They returned to State in 1983 losing the
first game, thus ending their season with
a 21-1 record.

Changes continued with some long
familiar aspects ofthe community disap
pearing. In 1973 the Randolph House
Hotel was demolished having been huilt
before the tum of the century. Sunday
mail was terminated in 1974 and during
these years the Randolph business hous
es closed on Saturday nights for the first
time since 1886. The familiar Saturday
night trip to town had come to an end.
1974 also saw the end of Roger Buchan
an's tenure on the Randolph School
Board after thirty-eight years of service.

However, new things were added with
the waste water treatment plant, addition
to St. John's Lutheran Church, VFW
home east of the First State Bank,
enclosed entrance to St. Frances Church,
and completion ofthe Fire Station in late
1975, ajoint venture ofthe city and rural
people.

The community began plans to cele
brate our country's Bicentennial in 1976.
Acommittee was formed for the purpose.
Many events were conducted during the
year: a beard growing contest was spon
sored by the Randolph Jacees; June 18
and 19 were set as the dates for the town's
celebration; a play was staged by the
Community Theater Players; a kiddie
parade was held; and an early-day style
show was conducted.

The City noted the Bicentennial with
the completion of a new City Office and
undertook the largest paving project to
date. Twenty-four and one half blocks of
paving were laid in the summer of 1976.
The City continued its progress and in
1977 assigned house numbers to all the
businesses and houses in town. In June
the numbering method to be used was
finally agreed upon after much heated
debate as to the correct procedure to fol
low. The City continued to change and in
1979, after several years of study and
consideration, entered into agreements
with the Nebraska Public Power District
purchasing wholesale electricity from
them and leasing the City's power plant
back to NPPD. The local power plant was
now idle except for several hours each
month when it was operated for mainte
nance purposes.

During these years much attention was
given to finding ways to broaden the eco
nomic base of the community realizing
the continuous decline of the farm popu
lation. This decline was dramatically
seen in the number of Randolph School
students in the fall of 1985 which was
450. This represents a drop of 400 stu
dents in fifteen years. The Randolph
Community Club kept as one of its high
est priorities the development of addi
tional industry and businesses.

Individuals and groups continued to
strive to improve the community. Since
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